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Dear Congress Participants,

This is what we are trying to help you to do with the series of programmes that we 
have put together in this volume. I hope that each of you will find the right one for 
you, and that you will leave the Congress spiritually strengthened and full of hope 
to continue on the journey to which God is calling us. 

Let us join in the common prayers, listen with an open heart to the teachings, draw 
strength and courage from the testimonies, experience with joy the encounter with 
Jesus in the celebration of the Eucharist, and let the many varied family, youth, 
spiritual and cultural programmes lift our hearts and souls to God, the source of all 
our joy and hope. 

 Péter Erdő
          Cardinal Primate,  

Archbishop of Esztergom and Budapest

Welcome address by Cardinal Primate Péter Erdő

A fter a long period of preparation, here 
we are at the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress. This Congress has been preceded  
by a lot of prayers and much spiritual prepa-
ration, in addition to the practical tasks.  
Together with the peoples of the world, we have 
also experienced a difficult time here in Hun-
gary, starting in March 2020. This year, albeit  
with a few bumps here and there, we are 
gradually returning to a more lively, open life, 
to normality, if you like. But let us not start 
where we left off! We must learn the lessons. 
Let us see what is important, let us be able to 
help, and let generations show more solidarity  
to each other! Let us all seek what is most  
important: an encounter with Christ!
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With this Congress, worshippers from all over the world offer to today’s secularised 
society, deprived of the perspective of eternity, a Eucharistic celebration in which all 
can encounter God in the humanity of the Lord Jesus. He is the one who gave bread 
to the poor and sat down at the table with sinners. In doing so, he showed compas-
sion and offered new life; and he teaches his disciples today to live “eucharistic con-
sistency”, so that in Christ they do not separate the head from the members, that is, 
sacramental communion with Christ from communion with the weak and needy.

Here, in the heart of Europe, around the table of the Lord, a new people of God is 
being born; and God’s children, with their cultural, ethnic and social differences, 
are showing a new kind of solidarity to the globalised modern world. It is here and 
then, in this heartfelt encounter of men and women from different lands, that the 
globalisation of love can become a reality, saying no to condescending distance, 
rejection and closure.

The Eucharistic community of Budapest does not accept that God disappears from 
the horizon of the modern world, but rather gives thanks to the Creator Father, who 
in the Eucharist gives us not only inner strength but also an evangelical mission, 
a vision of being which is transmitted from Jesus to the Christian man, becoming 
a lived life in him and spreading to society.

Welcome address by Archbishop Piero Marini 

Amidst the painful grip of the pandemic, 
the Christian worshippers of Europe and the 
world gather in Budapest to celebrate the Inter-
national Eucharistic Congress. On the banks  
of the Danube, eyes turned towards each 
other, smiling faces, arms outstretched and 
hearts given, form a mosaic of a community 
with a unique power to respond positively to 
the questions and challenges of the modern 
world. This is the Eucharistic Church which, 
with the power of the Risen Spirit, can offer 
a forward-looking evangelical perspective to 
the ecclesial and social reality of our time.



At the end of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress, participants from diffe-
rent nations will return home strengthened by the gift of Christ as “eucharistic men 
and women”, to give love to those in need, to bring salvation to the context of their 
daily life and work, and to stand firm in their assurance: God’s love is stronger than 
evil, violence and death.

Would that all might find the paschal mystery of Christ, the “fountain of living  
water”, from which all serene service and joyful witness is nourished.

 Piero Marini
Chairman of the Pontifical Commission for

 International Eucharistic Congresses
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Among the princesses, Saint Margaret is the embodiment of humility and Saint 
Elizabeth that of mercy. Prince Imre became the saint of chastity, King Ladislaus 
the saint of chivalry.

According to the rules of medieval diplomacy, the desire for peaceful cooperation 
between different countries was confirmed by marriage treaties between the child-
ren of royal families. Thus St. Kinga and St. Hedwig were sent to Poland, St. Agnes 
of Prague to Bohemia, St. Piroska to Byzantium, St. Elisabeth of the Árpád Dynasty 
to the German-Roman Empire, while St. Louis of Toulouse in France and St. Elisa- 
beth in Portugal strengthened the faith of the people of those countries. They are 
European saints of Hungarian origin whose lives are united by Christian love and 
reverence for the Eucharist, the real presence of the Lord.

The International Eucharistic Congress offers a special opportunity to pray together,  
to seek together God’s saving will and to discover again and again His image in 
each other. To raise together the shield of faith and to proclaim the commandment 
of love. For as our first King wrote in his Admonitions: “the practice of love leads 
to the highest happiness”.

From the bottom of my heart, I wish you a soul-lifting experience in Budapest!

János Áder
President of the Republic of Hungary

Welcome address by János Áder,  
President of the Republic of Hungary

I cordially welcome all pilgrims who have 
come to Hungary on the occasion of the In-
ternational Eucharistic Congress. It is a great 
pleasure for us that our country can host this 
global event of the Roman Catholic Church 
for the second time. 

The history of Hungary has been linked to the 
history of Christianity for more than a mil-
lennium. Our state was founded by King St. 
Stephen, from whose dynasty, the Arpad Dy-
nasty, a great number of venerable persons 
were canonised or beatified. 

Distinguished Guests, 
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Logo of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress

In the logo of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress, the wafer and the chalice 
symbolize the Blessed Sacrament. The cross in the wafer refers to the sacrificial na-
ture of the Eucharist and to Calvary, and the red colour of the cross also expresses 
Jesus’ love for us and his death on the cross for us.

The psalm quotation “all my springs are in you” is represented by the fountain of the 
Blessed Sacrament, whose waters flow in four lines, referring to the spread of the 
Good News, which the four evangelists have perpetuated for us.

The spring flows into a river, marked by the lower wave. This wave expresses the 
evangelizing activity of the Church and also refers to the Danube, the river of Bu-
dapest. The Danube flows through ten countries, from west to east and then from 
north to south, expressing that the Eucharist is a common source of reconciliation 
and a common source of unity between European Christians of different languages 
and cultures. The four rivers flowing from the source also represent the four cardi-
nal points of the world. It is these four cardinal points that the Gospel fertilises and 
the Eucharist enlivens.

The colours used in the logo represent the Trinity in the tradition of icon painting: 
white for the Father, gold (yellow) and red for the Son, and azure for the Holy Spirit.
The national colours of Hungary also appear in the logo, a reference to Budapest, 
which will host the International Eucharistic Congress in 2021.
The logo will also be used in the colours of the global event`s image, to show that 
the Eucharist unites us.
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Motto of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress

 “All my springs are in you.”

The psalmist sings with joy born of faith that God is the source of all things (Ps 
87,7). We know from the story of the Samaritan woman (Jn 4:7-26) that in Jesus 
Christ “the spring of water springing up into everlasting life” (Jn 4:14) has appeared 
among us. Jesus is still calling everyone today: “Whoever thirsts, let him come to me 
and let anyone drink who believes in me.” As Scripture has said, “Out of them will 
flow rivers of living water.” (Jn 7,38).

The fountain of baptism is also wonderful: it is the fountain of new life, the fountain 
of life of grace, because it is the bath of rebirth and renewal (cf. Titus 3:5). And the 
Eucharist is the bread of life, the nourishment for the growth of the life of a child 
of God. Jesus gives us his resurrected body, sacrificed for the life of the world, as 
food (cf. Jn 6,51): so he remains in us and we in him (cf. Jn 6,56). He gives His body 
and blood, that is, Himself, as real food and drink, so that we may receive it and live 
forever.

We know: “Holy Sacrifice is the source and summit of the whole Christian life”  
(Lumen Gentium, 11). “From the Eucharist, as from a font, grace is poured forth 
upon us; and the sanctification of men” (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 10). It is a source of  
purity from which we can all draw through the celebration of the Eucharist, in the 
Holy Communion and in the adoration of the Sacraments.

We live in a world in which many things can make our Catholic faith uncertain. In 
this particular climate, it is even more important to shed light on how the Eucharist 
can be a shaper of Christian life and thus a source of evangelisation. 

Holy Communion unites us not only with Christ but also with the Church. In addi-
tion to being a source of ecclesial community, participation in the Eucharist has an 
even more pronounced meaning in the present situation of the Church in Central 
Europe, in that it promotes reconciliation and unity between peoples and nations. 

The Theological Commission of the Congress



10

Charter Document of the 52nd International 
Eucharistic Congress

This document provides biblical, theological and pastoral perspectives to help the 
worshippers in the multifaceted process of preparation. As the motto indicates, 
the fundamental aim of the Congress is to deepen the understanding and raise the 
awareness of the Catholic worshippers aware that the Eucharist is the source of the 
life of the Church. Therefore, the key motif of the document is the “source” nature of 
the Eucharist, which has been taught to us, above all, by the Second Vatican Council.  
The last universal synod of our Church reiterated that the celebration of the Eucha-
rist is “the source and summit of the whole Christian life” (Lumen Gentium, 11). 

This official publication is not, therefore, a systematic theology of the Eucharist, 
but, in connection with the explanation of the motto, it confirms our belief that 
the Eucharist is indeed one of the most important sources of our Christian life and 
mission. It is especially important for the Church, the community of believers in 
Christ, because “where the Eucharist is celebrated, there is the Church” (“ubi Eucha-
ristia, ibi Ecclesia”). 

The first part begins with a biblical chapter. The biblical grounding, starting from 
the Old Testament, makes us understand the motto of the Congress and con- 
sequently the words of Jesus: “Whoever thirsts, let him come to me and let anyone 
drink who believes in me.” As Scripture has said, “Out of them will flow rivers of 
living water.” (Jn 7,38). The second chapter is a dogmatic-historical overview, show-
ing us how the Church, based on the Scripture, has gradually come to understand 
the meaning and significance of the Eucharist. After this theological explanation, 
we find a chapter on liturgical-theology. It reminds us that for us the Blessed Sac-
rament is first and foremost the celebration of the Mass, the Eucharist. The docu-
ment briefly explains the meaning and significance of the main parts of the Mass, 
starting with the introductory rites. The section following the explanation of the 
Mass contains important principles for the practice of the sacrament. After the the-
oretical discussion, the document goes on to explain in more specific terms how 
the “fountain” nature of the Eucharist is manifested in Christian life: the Eucharist 
is the source of the holiness of life to which we are all invited in baptism. The final 
chapter turns our attention to Mary. Pope John Paul II encourages us to learn “from 
Mary, the Eucharistic woman”.

We hope that this document and especially the Eucharistic Congress will strengthen  
us in our belief that the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is an indispensable source of our 
Christian life. 
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Pope Francis keeps Hungarians in his heart 

It is a special and solemn occasion that Pope Francis will also be present at the 
International Eucharistic Congress in Budapest. The last time Pope John Paul II  
attended an international Eucharistic Congress in person was 21 years ago,  
otherwise popes are represented by legate. This was also the case in 1938, when 
Pope Pius XI sent his Cardinal Secretary of State, Eugenio Pacelli, who was elected 
Pope a few months later under the name Pius XII, to the World Congress in Budapest.

Pope Francis will arrive in Budapest on 12 September and celebrate a mass in  
Heroes’ Square. The Holy Father has many ties with Hungarians. He has already 
visited Csíksomlyó, one of the most famous pilgrimage sites for Hungarians. Jesuit 
monk Ferenc Jálics was once the spiritual guide of the head of the church. 

Cardinal Péter Erdő said that Pope Francis carries the Hungarians in his heart, 
based on the memories he has of the members of the emigration in Argentina. He 
has personal ties to the monks and nuns he met there. 

The Cardinal also stressed that the Pope has a deep emotional attachment to those 
communities that are on the periphery. Hungarians, like the small neighbouring 
peoples, belong to the margins of the Western world. Pope Francis sees this, watches  
events in the region with interest and appreciates the efforts of Christians to engage 
in dialogue.

He also comes to Hungary with an open heart and love for the Christian community  
here.
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Welcome to Hungary!

God’s brought you! God be with you! – This is how we greet and say goodbye to our 
visitors – if literally translated. Our national anthem begins with: “God, bless the 
Hungarian!” Hungary is a country with a Christian past stretching back more than 
a millennium in the heart of Europe, in the Carpathian Basin.

Our country lies on the eastern and western borders of Europe, which of-
fers a special opportunity for an ecumenical encounter. In the ninth century, 
King Stephen I organised a state from an alliance of Hungarian tribes coming 
from the East. He founded not only a homeland but also – after embracing 
Christianity – a church for his people. Before his death in 1038, our first king 
dedicated our country to the Virgin Mary.

Hungarian history is full of wars; our people who feared for their freedom 
and their faith fought at times against German influence, at other times 
against a Tatar or a Turkish conquest. The 20th century brought a series of 
tragedies: at the end of the First World War, Hungary, fighting on the losing 
side, lost more than two thirds of its territory and almost one third of its po- 
pulation, and five million Hungarians were reduced to minority status. After 
1945, Eastern Europe, including Hungary, fell into the Soviet sphere of in-
terest. A communist single-party dictatorship was established, and Hungary 
was occupied by Soviet soldiers for nearly half a century. Since 1990 we have 
been able to hold free, democratic elections. 

In our country you can find natural wonders both above and below the ground. We 
have more than a thousand harnessed springs, nearly a fifth of which are proven to 
have medicinal properties. 

Hungary
Population:  
9.89 million people
Area: 93,030 km2

Capital: Budapest

Benedictine Monastery, Pannonhalma
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In Hévíz, the world’s second largest thermal lake helps you to regenerate. The Mis- 
kolc-tapolca Cave Baths are one of the two natural thermal water cave baths in the 
world. The bathing culture in the region is two thousand years old, dating back to Ro-
man times. In comparison, the Hungarian wine industry is young, with “only” a mil-
lennium-old tradition. There are 22 different wine apellations in six wine regions. 

Our cultural and natural heritage is also infinitely rich. Among these, the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site is Hollókő, a village that has preserved its 18th century village 
architecture and way of life. The Aggtelek and Slovak Karst caves tell the story of 
tens of millions of years of history, encased in stalactites. The Benedictine monas-
tery of Pannonhalma, founded in the 10th century by our founding Grand Prince 
Géza, is the guardian of thousands of years of our ecclesiastical and artistic heritage. 
Also protected as a World Heritage Site is Hortobágy, which is not only a breeding 
ground for many bird species, but also keeps alive our folk pastoral culture, be it 
gastronomy, ornamental art or lifestyle. In addition to the Tokaj wine region, the 
Fertő region is also on this impressive list. The area on the Hungarian-Austrian bor-
der is home to the largest bird reserve in Central Europe and also hides the remains 
of ancient sanctuaries. 

Pécs preserves the memory of the early Christian community of the 4th century. In 
one of the excavated burial chambers, the representation of the pitcher and the cup 
may have been a symbol of the Blessed Sacrament.

Nearly twenty Nobel Prize-winning scientists have Hungarian connections. We are 
innovators, and the world owes the Rubik’s cube, the ballpoint pen and the helicop-
ter to Hungarian inventors. No one understands our language, but our hospitality is 
felt by all well-meaning people. God’s brought you – welcome!  

The equestrian statue of King St Stephen in Buda Castle
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The multi-colour soul of the capital

Buzzing, vibrant – those are the adjectives most often used to describe Budapest.
 It was also captured by the great Hungarian poet, Dezső Kosztolányi: 

“Oh, how I adore thee, how I love thee,
my heart’s idol, Pest;

 if thy hundred-coloured soul falls upon me,
 the blood in my veins will bubble again.” 

The history of the Hungarian capital is comprised of a constant will to live and 
continuous new beginnings. Situated on the banks of the Danube, the city is close 
to the geometrical centre of Europe. Archaeological finds dating back 50,000 years 
have been discovered around the capital. The Celts and Romans made the region 
part of the European civilisation. 

The Gellért Hill rises on the right 
bank of the Danube. It takes its name 
from a missionary bishop who, ac-
cording to legend, was thrown down 
from the heights by pagans in 1046. 
On the two banks of the river three 
towns: Pest, Buda and Óbuda deve-
loped dynamically thanks to the trade 
routes that ran across them and the 
roads to the Holy Land. The momen-
tum was broken in the mid-13th cen-
tury by the Tatar (Mongol) invasion. 
During the reconstruction after the 
destruction, the foundations of the 
Buda Castle were laid on the present- 
day Castle Hill. Peaceful times 

brought prosperity, and during the Renaissance, the second largest library in the 
world was established in Buda. 

Between 1541 and 1686, the Ottoman Empire occupied the city and a large part of 
the country for almost 150 years. After their expulsion, reconstruction took place 
under Habsburg influence. During the Napoleonic wars, Pest and the Danube in-
creased their role in the trade of colonial goods. This provided an economic basis 
for development. With the national awakening, the will to build a city became the 
will to create a capital. 
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During the reform era, the nobility built their palaces one after the other, and their 
donations were used to establish a set of cultural institutions. The first stone bridge 
over the Danube, the Chain Bridge, was constructed. In 1838, the Danube flood 
brought a great deal of devastation, and the rebuilding of the city created the struc-
ture we know today. 

In 1873, Budapest was born by the unification of Pest, Buda and Óbuda.  By the turn 
of the century, Budapest had become a cosmopolitan city, known throughout the 
continent for its spas, entertainment venues and vibrant cultural and artistic life. 
The events of the First World War and the years that followed put the brakes on 
its development. For the 1938 Eucharistic Congress, the country recalled the turn-
of-the-century glory of Budapest. It was then that the Chain Bridge was lit up for 
the first time, the square in front of St Stephen’s Basilica was formed and Heroes’ 
Square was paved. In the Second World War, three quarters of the capital’s buildings 
were damaged or destroyed. The period of socialist dictatorship was mainly about 
building gigantic housing estates. 

In recent decades, Budapest has once again become a popular tourist destination. 
The Buda and Pest views of the Danube banks, with the Buda Castle District, the 
more than 700-year-old Matthias Church and the Fisherman’s Bastion, with the 
Parliament building on the Pest side, are the most photographed sights. The view 
of the Danube bank is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, as are the highlights of the 
52nd International Eucharistic Congress, Heroes’ Square and Andrássy Avenue. The 
beautiful locations make the celebration even more special.
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Uplifting experiences – Tracing our sacral buildings in 
Budapest

Visit the institutions of our Esztergom-Budapest Archdiocese in the capital, 
where you can not only discover cultural and historical curiosities, but also 
immerse yourself in the rich fine art collections of our cathedrals and the 
beautiful panorama from their towers.

Standing at the Pest end of the Elisabeth 
Bridge the history of the Inner City Parish 
Church of Budapest (Church of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary) dates back to the 2nd centu-
ry. Part of its building rests on the remains 
of a Roman military fortress, but only a re-
cent archaeological excavation revealed that 
its former camp commanders’ room lies just 
below the parish church. This room, together  
with the artefacts found, is now open to  
visitors. 

Relics of three of our Hungarian saints – King Saint Ladislaus, Saint Elisabeth of the 
Árpád Dynasty and Bishop Saint Gellért are kept there. If you take the lift up to the 
viewpoints in the baroque towers, you can see the statue of the martyred bishop and 
the hill named after him. 

Before you head over to Buda, check out one of the most beautiful Baroque church 
buildings in Hungary that has survived in its original state. The historic interest 
of the University Church of St. Mary the Virgin is that the Parliament met here 
once during the 1848-49 War of Independence. The church, built by the Order of 
the Palatine Monks, was once a favourite wedding venue for the aristocratic noble 
families, but today it is a fascinating sight, with its Baroque splendour and its mo- 
nastery gardens, which exclude the noise of the city centre.

Near the church is the Central Institute for 
Priestly Education, which houses on its sec-
ond floor the Pauline Library, which was 
founded by the Pauline monks in the 1770s 
and is open to the public by appointment. 
Its glossy oak woodwork and huge ceiling 
frescoes make it one of the most beautiful 
Baroque library rooms today. Its walls are 
lined with bookshelves to the ceiling, with 
spiral staircases in two corners leading to a gallery running around the floor, and 
there are desk drawers, as well as pen and inkwells under the shelves. 
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But it’s also worth taking a break amidst the 
benches of the St Stephen’s Basilica, where 
the Holy Right of our founding king and the 
relics of Pope John Paul II, the first Pope to visit 
Hungary in 1991, are kept. The largest Roman 
Catholic church in our capital is home to 
valuable works of fine art, its walls are deco- 
rated with beautiful stained glass windows 
and mosaics, and its Mary Chapel is adorned 
with a unique chandelier, one of whose angel 

figures hid a time capsule from 1899 for 115 years.

Finally, we invite you to the Church of the As-
sumption of the Buda Castle (Matthias Church) 
on the other side of the Danube, on the Holy Trinity  
Square, where our  last Hungarian king, Charles 
IV, was crowned. The building has been shaped by 
natural disasters and wars over the past 800 years, 
but has been revived each century to become one 
of the most beautiful and technologically advanced 
churches in our country. And although there are 
197 steps leading up to the church’s Matthias Tower  
viewpoint, it’s worth climbing them all for the 
most beautiful panorama of the Danube, which has 
been added to UNESCO World Heritage List.

Recommended by the Esztergom-Budapest Archdiocesan Tourist Office.

www.visitesztergom-budapest.hu
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Message of 1938

Hungary waited a lifetime to host the International Eucharistic Congress again after 
1938. During the Second World War and the subsequent Cold War period, the Catho-
lic World Congress was not held for nearly a decade and a half. As their history since 
1881 shows, the Eucharistic Congresses  have had many missions. They seek, among 
other things, to respond to the challenges facing the Catholic community at any given 
time by drawing on the Eucharistic Christ. The first congress was held in Lille in 
the north of France in 1881, and over the last century and a half the movement has 
grown into a worldwide event. The week-long celebration, which includes lectures, 
masses, sacramental prayers, processions and a variety of other spiritual and cultural 
activities, aims to deepen the knowledge and veneration of the Eucharist and to make 
the presentation of the sacrifice proclaimed by Christ at the Last Supper more com-
prehensible. The event is coordinated by the Pontifical Commission for International 
Eucharistic Congresses, of which Archbishop Piero Marini has been President since 
2007.

The Eucharistic Congresses were initially held annually, then every two years, and in 
recent decades every four years on different continents. Each time, there is a noble 
competition for the right to host the congress. In 1938, Budapest was chosen because 
Hungary was celebrating the 900th anniversary of the death of the Saint Stephen I, 
the founder of the state and the Church. Pope Pius XI was also guided by another 
consideration when he chose Budapest: the head of the Church, who firmly opposed 
both communism and national socialism, wanted to proclaim once again and loudly 
the Eucharistic commandment of Christ’s love in the Hungarian capital, which was 
threatened by both dictatorships. 
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Hitler banned German and Austrian Catholics from attending the congress. Many 
foreigners cancelled their trips because of the threats. Despite the difficulties, tens 
of thousands of foreign participants came to the Hungarian capital. With a total of 
14 cardinals, 48 archbishops and 197 bishops, the Catholic Churches of 44 countries 
were represented at the celebrations of the 34th World Eucharistic Congress.

Thousands of Hungarian and foreign priests worshipped the sacrament in St Ste-
phen’s Basilica; the Daughters of God performed in the Celebration Hall; international 
meetings; a children’s mass in Heroes’ Square, where 100,000 schoolchildren received 
the holy body of the Lord; a soldiers’ mass, where thousands of officers and soldiers 
took communion; a solemn mass of Greek Catholics in the Basilica; evening mass of 
women in the churches of the capital; a procession of ships; a night practice of the 
sacrament and mass of 150,000 men; a mass of the legate followed by a radio mes-

sage from the Pope; a sacramen-
tal procession from the Basilica 
to Heroes’ Square made the event 
unforgettable. “In the beautiful city 
on the banks of the Danube, an 
immense crowd of people from all 
over the hemisphere, gathered in 
front of the Divine Saviour, hidden 
under the colours of the Blessed 
Sacrament, made a solemn profes-
sion of faith with the light of the 

sacred rites, with their majestic assemblies, with a rich variety of speeches, devotions 
and songs, with a manifestation of faith and devotion to our Saviour the like of which 
we have seen almost nowhere else in the world”, recalled the 34th Eucharistic World 
Congress of Budapest cardinal and state secretary Eugenio Pacelli ten years later as 
Pope John XXII.
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Years of preparation

It is of great significance that Budapest will host the Eucharistic Congress again af-
ter 1938, Cardinal Péter Erdő said in 2016, when Pope Francis announced in a video 
message that Hungary would host the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress. The 
Hungarian archbishop added that the event was “an introduction to the world, not 
only to the universal Church, but also to the civil world”.  

The Hungarian organisers consider it their mission to strengthen the Catholic 
worshippers in faith, knowledge and defence of the faith at individual and parish 
level. It is essential for them to live their lives as Christians of faith, to share the 
Good News with the world with a renewed missionary spirit and to play their part 
in the re-evangelisation of Europe. This has been facilitated by the spiritual exer-
cises, worldwide prayers for the sacraments, meetings, conferences, publications, 
lectures and common prayers for the Congress during the preparation period. 

Over the years, the focus has been on deepening and strengthening personal and 
communal relationships with Christ, and then on living the Christian faith in action. 

The biblical motto of the Congress: “All my springs are in you.” (Psalm 87:7). 
We know from the story of the Samaritan woman (Jn 4:7-26) that in Jesus Christ 
“the spring of water springing up into everlasting life” (Jn 4:14) has appeared among 
us. It is a source of purity from which we can all draw through the celebration of 
the Eucharist, in the Holy Communion and in the adoration of the Sacraments. In 
this age of the quest for interest neutrality, it is even more important to make it clear 
that the Eucharist is the shaper of the Christian life, the source of evangelisation. 
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Interesting facts about the congress 

Over the last 140 years, 26 countries have hosted an International Eucharistic Con-
gress, of which only 11 have done so more than once. Hungary may soon join the 
latter group. 

The Congress preparation process began in May 2016. The General Secretariat of 
the Budapest International Eucharistic Congress was established, integrating the 
work of the subcommittees responsible for theology, liturgy, arts, economy, media 
and programme management. The Theology Commission has chosen the theme and 
the motto of the Congress, which has also been approved by Pope Francis:

“All my springs are in you.”

The logo for the Congress was put out to tender and, from more than 140 entries, 
the jury ultimately chose the work of graphic artist János Lampert. The symbolism 
of the logo can be found in an earlier chapter.

On 2 May 2019, 500 days before the Congress was originally scheduled to take 
place, a children’s choir of 500 sang in front of St Stephen’s Basilica. In September 
2019, 5,000 young people praised Jesus for six hours at the “Forráspont” (Springtide) 
Youth Day. Since summer 2017, the faithful have recited the Congress prayer at 
every Sunday Mass. In four years, eight occasions of worldwide sacramental wor-
ship assisted the preparations. Most recently, on 5 June 2021, tens of thousands of 
people in 78 countries experienced anew the renewing love of Jesus present in the 
Eucharist.
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COVID-19: Plus one year

Hungary was originally scheduled to host the 52nd International Eucharistic Con-
gress in September 2020. However, due to the pandemic, Pope Francis, in consultation  
with the Pontifical Commission for International Eucharistic Congresses and the 
Hungarian organisers of the Catholic world event, decided in April 2020 to post-
pone the event until autumn 2021. 

In the history of the congresses since 1881, the only forced breaks were due to 
the First and Second World Wars, and no pandemic has ever prevented the IEC 
from taking place. After the initial shock of the closure of the churches due to the 
epidemic, we have recovered. The idea was born to connect in an online space in 
the spirit of the Eucharist at the originally planned time of the Congress. Cardi-
nal Péter Erdő sent a letter to the invited speakers and witnesses of the Congress, 
asking them to share their thoughts in video messages on how the epidemic and 
the closure had affected them and their communities, and what Eucharist means 
to them. 

The 11 messages received from five continents were posted on the YouTube channel 
of the Congress. Before each short film, Cardinal Péter Erdő shared a personal story 
about the message senders. Pope Francis also greeted the community preparing for 
the Congress and assured us that he is looking forward to September 2021 with 
great faith and joy. The Holy See’s newspaper L’Osservatore Romano also praised 
the online pre-conference, stressing that the Hungarians have made the best of an 
extremely difficult period.

Cardinal Primate Péter Erdő at Easter
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Monstrance: the mediator of pure divine love

The Secretariat of the International Eucharistic Congress launched a design com-
petition for the artistic design and creation of a representative monstrance for 
the world event. The jury unanimously chose the concept of architect and gold-
smith Kata Lenzsér-Mezei. The work follows the traditional structure of similar 
sacral goldsmith art pieces. It was presented to the public on the 2019 “Forráspont” 
(Springtide) Youth Day. 

It was important to the artist to convey pure divine love through her work. 
The monstrance – 157.5 centimetres in height, of which the removable part is 
70.5 centimetres – is the result of the coordinated work of several workshops 
and engineers. The individual elements of the vessel holding the consecrated 
Host were created in order of size, from largest the smallest. 

A locksmith was also involved in the 
production and assembly of the lar- 
gest, outer steel parts. The silver 
monstrance was then made, partly 
in the artist’s workshop in Budapest 
and partly in a silversmith’s work-
shop in Zalacsány. After that galva-
nizers were involved in the process, 
who coated the monstrance in silver 
and gold. 

Then the engravers and glassmakers 
were called upon to create the halo 
and other additional elements. An 
important element of the concept is 
the fountain, which emerges from 
the pedestal and points upwards to-
wards the sanctuary, guiding the eye, 
opening at the Holy vessel and sur-
rounding it. 
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Anthem of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress

A tender was put out for the anthem 
of the 34th International Eucharistic 
Congress, held in Budapest in 1938. 
More than 200 entries were received, 
but none of them were considered 
suitable by the judges. The song start-
ing with the words “Sing of Victory”, 
which eventually became the anthem 
of the world event, was written by  
Jesuit monk Béla Bangha and priest- 
composer Géza Koudela. 

History has repeated itself, as the competition for the Congress anthem, which was 
planned for 2020 but postponed to 2021 due to the pandemic, was also unsuccessful. 
It was finally decided to use a rerecorded version of the 1938 anthem for the world 
event in September. The music was composed by Kossuth Prize-winning Hungarian 
songwriter and composer Ákos Kovács, and Péter Pejtsik, who was nominated for an 
Academy Award for his score for the film “Torzók” (Abandoned) with the members of 
After Crying.

The anthem can be listened to with English and Hungarian lyrics. The Hungarian 
State Opera Choir and Orchestra also performed on the recordings.
Three young musicians were also involved in the production of the anthem and 
the image film of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress. All of them have  
appeared in several musical talent shows, so their names will be familiar to Hunga- 
rian pilgrims: Bogi Nagy, Gergő Dánielfy and Máté Czinke play the three youngsters 
whose conversion stories encourage everyone to attend the Congress and encounter  
Jesus. The script was written by Ákos. Father Attila Farkas, who participated in the 
1938 Eucharistic World Congress as a child, as well as Bernadette Sára, Jászai Mari 
Award-winning actress, and Péter Cseke, Kossuth and Jászai Mari Award-winning 
actor, director and theatre director, whose arm is the only thing we see in one scene, 
when the upset boy played by Máté Czinke is pulled out of the path of a speeding car.

The messages of the anthem are still valid today: it proclaims the victory of Christ, it 
expresses faith in the unity of peoples, it prays for the sanctification of the people of 
our country, it emphasises that Christianity is the foundation that holds us together.
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Sing of Victory! 

Melody: Géza Koudela (1894-1939)
Lyrics: Béla Bangha (1880-1940)
Translated by: Alfred Nicol & Peter Pejtsik

East and West in exultation sing the triumph of the Lord,
Choirs of every generation praising Him with one accord.

Christ our Savior, here to guide us, having shared the life of men,
In Communion walks beside us entering the world again.

Refrain:
Christ has given us Salvation in the form of bread and wine,
In Your peace, let every nation share this Sacrament Divine.

God’s own Son, sweet child of Mary, one like us, of humble birth,
Taking up His cross to carry, shed His blood of boundless worth.

Praise our Savior’s body, broken in the Host that’s lifted up
As His sacred words are spoken: Eat this bread and drink this cup.

Let our souls be lakes and fountains mirroring the light above.
Let praise, echoed in the mountains, glorify the God of love!

Let each heart become a flower on the altar of the earth,
And our faith a seedtime shower of renewal and rebirth.

Orphaned nation of Saint Stephen, bow your head and bend your knee;
Trust the King far greater even than that king of Hungary.

Faithful, though besieged and harried, trust to Him your hopes and fears,
Christ who on the Cross has carried all your hopes a thousand years.
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Missionary Cross
“For me, art has a clear religious function. Its purpose can be summed up as follows: 
to cultivate the soul with great emotional impact, to enable it to live passionately, 
to do good, to be beautiful, to be just, and to prepare it for death, for the final en-

counter with God” – this is how Csaba Ozsvári, 
who was once awarded the Hungarian Heritage 
and Pro Ecclesia Hungariae prizes, and who was 
already an internationally known and respected 
artist in his lifetime, once described his mission. 

The former was helped by 
the cover of the missal given 
to Pope John Paul II in 1991 
and used by Pope Francis. The 
goldsmith died unexpectedly 

in 2009. One of her monumental works became 
the symbol of the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress. The 320 cm high Missionary Cross is 
made of oak and was first erected in 2007 during 
the Budapest City Mission. The floral ornamen-
tation of the cross is reminiscent of the motifs 
of the Hungarian occupation of the Hungarian 
conquest. 

The leafy-indigo pattern shows the ancient Hun-
garian tree of life motif, and the peacock symbol 
also bears early Christian stylistic features. The 
Holy Cross oracle is placed in a silver case in the 
centre, surrounded by the relics of Hungarian 
saints and blessed people in the leaf ornaments. 
The cross, blessed by Pope Francis, has travelled 
more than 50,000 kilometres within and beyond 
the borders of our country to invite the faithful to 
the world event in Budapest.
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Bible inspired cake

Figs, grapes, dates, almonds, honey, cinnamon, wheat – some of the ingredients that 
will certainly be found in the recipe for the official cake of the 52nd International 
Eucharistic Congress.

Hungarian pastry chefs joined in the preparations for the Catholic World Eucharistic  
Congress in 2021. The Association of Hungarian Confectionery Manufacturers 
Űhas launched a competition to create the official cake of the IEC, with the aim 
of commemorating the Congress with the winning creation. The competition was 
open to entries with a predominant flavour of ingredients from the Bible. Only nat-
ural ingredients could be used in the cakes entered. In the first round, sixteen cakes 
were tasted by the jury, including Kornél Fábry. The Secretary General of the Inter-
national Eucharistic Congress judged the cakes on the basis of ecclesiastical criteria 
and, of course, harmony of flavours. Among the professional judges were Szilvia 
Pass, Éva Vojtek, the founder of the initiative, and József Auguszt, Jr. Pál Sulyán and 
Balázs Erdélyi scored the entries. The judges were challenged by the contestants, as 
each of the finalist cakes was a real curiosity. 

The winning cake was created by master pastry chef Zsolt Karl, who combined 
Hungarian pastry traditions with ingredients from the Bible. With the support 
of the National Cooperation Fund, Hungarian pastry chefs will also prepare the 
“IEC Cake” for nearly 1,300 first-communion children at the opening mass of the 
congress. The winning entry, the official cake of the Congress, will be available 
for tasting from 3 September in many bakeries across the country. 
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Commemorative stamp

Magyar Posta Zrt. welcomes the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress in Buda-
pest by issuing commemorative stamp blocks. 

The stamp block was designed by graphic artist István Weisenburger and produced 
at ANY Biztonsági Nyomda Nyrt. in 50,000 basic and 10,000 special gold-coloured 
ink versions. The two stamp blocks are also available in an exclusive stamp set. The 
emblem on the serial numbered commemorative stamp blocks, the palm of a hand 
offering the Holy Communion wafer, symbolises God’s love for humanity. The small 
hands reaching out towards the Holy Communion wafer represent the people who 
long for this love. The large heart behind the hand encapsulates the love for one 
another. The Congress logo is the main motif of the commemorative envelope and 
stamp. The exclusive stamp set includes a basic version of the block numbered in 
black and a special version numbered in red and decorated with gold ink. The sou-
venir is available at Filaposta, philatelic specialised services, certain post offices and 
on www.posta.hu.

Date of issue of the stamp blocks and stamp set: 1 September 2021.
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IEC Volunteers help everywhere! 

 
The IEC2020 Volunteer Programme contributes to the success of the 52nd Interna-
tional Eucharistic Congress with the help of more than 2,500 volunteers.

Many of the IEC volunteers helped as ‘Office Angels’ during the preparation pe-
riod. Some helped with the translation of the mini-film series for the World Event, 
others contributed their expertise to the work of the Finance Department, while 
others volunteered in the area of logistics.

These tasks were performed in the background, but guests of the event can now 
meet our volunteers in person at all the venues of the Congress, with a special focus 
on Heroes’ Square, Kossuth Lajos Square and Hungexpo, as well as at information 
points and street mission stages throughout the city.
 
Our skilled volunteers not only play an active role in informing and guiding those 
showing interest, visitors and pilgrims at the Congress venues, but also help the 
organisers in the background, so that visitors to the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress can return home with an unforgettable experience.

Do not hesitate to contact the IEC volunteers,  
they can help you with everything!
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Our Heralds

The 52nd International Eucharistic Congress and its Volunteer Programme are  
promoted and supported by well-known and respected personalities. The heralds 
encourage everyone to participate in the world event, in the common celebration of 
Jesus present in the Eucharist.   

Levente Csender 
József Attila Prize-winning writer, teacher. He is published in seve- 
ral Hungarian and international journals. His most recent work 
is The Herbarium of Csaba Böjte, which provides readers with the 
‘ammunition’ they need for a happy, balanced life every day. In ad-
dition to his writing, he teaches Hungarian at a secondary school 
and is passionate about nurturing talent. For him, volunteering 

means: “If I have the will, the love, the knowledge to share with others and help 
them, then I should do so.”

Gyöngyi Dani 
Paralympian, Hungary’s first world champion in the women’s fen-
cing team event. Her journey to the podium was full of challenges,  
but with God’s help she overcame all obstacles. According to 
Gyöngyi, “Volunteering is always important, not only for the people  
and organisations who use volunteers, but also for the individual 
who volunteers. Volunteering is needed for society to develop and 

progress, and for the individual to feel fulfilled and human. For me, it makes me 
happy to volunteer and help others, it makes me feel like a better person.”

Gergő Dánielfy
At the age of 15, he appeared in the “Megasztár” talent show, he also 
appeared live on the X-Factor, and he made it to the sensational fi-
nal of the 2018 series of the show “A Dal” (The Song). He studied  
theatre at the University of Kaposvár and is currently making  
songs with his own band, Gergő Dánielfy és az Utazók (Gergő Dániel-
fy and the Travellers). Faith and trust are very important actions 

and emotional states for him: “I became religious when my grandmother passed 
away because I trusted that she would stay with me. And I also trust that someone 
is always here with me to hold my hand and help me.”
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Luca Ekler
Paralympian, world record holder and world champion long jumper,  
student of the MSC Sport Management degree programme 
at the University of Physical Education. She will compete in 
three events at the 2021 Tokyo Summer Paralympics. She says it 
is thanks to her family, friends, athletic background and faith 
that she has been able to fully accept that she is a little different 

from the average twenty-something year old due to a disability from a childhood 
stroke. “I just feel that God had a greater purpose for me. I can help more peo-
ple by living my life as a disabled person and maybe set an example for others.” 

Réka Fodor
She was 12 when she read the autobiography of Albert Schweitzer, 
and that is when she decided to become a missionary doctor. 
Much later, after several tours, she ended up in Africa, where she 
still serves today. In the meantime, she and her husband wrote the 
book “Afréka” and set up the Afréka Foundation. She confesses: 
“For volunteer work to feel truly good and not be done for self- 

interest, it requires constant introspection. It is important for whose glory you are 
doing volunteer work: for yourself or for the glory of God.”

Erika Miklósa 
One of the world’s most sought-after coloratura soprano op-
era singers. This is her view on faith: “I am a Roman Catholic, 
that’s how I was brought up. Faith has always been and will al-
ways be very important in my life. If you don’t have faith, you lose 
your ground, your points of reference. Faith is my ‘backbone’.”
Besides her family and her work, she always makes time to  

volunteer for a cause, a community, so it was no question for her to participate in 
the congress as a Volunteer Herald.  

Lajos Mocsai 
Former national captain of the Hungarian men’s handball team, rec-
tor of the University of Physical Education. He was a twenty-time 
national team player, after which he decided to pursue a career as 
a coach. His childhood determination to achieve something out-
standing later became an inner urge, and he applied to the Univer-
sity of Physical Education. After graduating, he was selected for the 

national handball team, but he remained interested in the theory of sport, education 
and training. During his time at university and as a professional athlete, he did not 
focus on his life of faith, but later he rebuilt his faith, which he then practised in his 
work: “Before matches, I went to church with my colleague. It was in this force field 
that our souls received the support to get through crisis situations.”
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István Kuzmányi 
Deacon, who runs a publishing house, an online Catholic news 
portal, a weekly newspaper and is also a family man. He says 
God gave him this path, one task and role came from another, 
like a flower, he has blossomed and developed in all areas of life. 
He feels it is very important that he can only do all this well with 
his wife and family by his side, supporting him in everything. 

This is how he sees volunteering: “One of the essential elements of volunteering 
is selflessness, so when we do volunteer work, volunteer service, whether we are 
initiators or participants, we are trying to reflect the gift of God’s love in our lives, 
whether we are closer to God or further away from God, whether we know it or not.”

Gabi Tóth 
Singer, 2005 “Megasztár” contestant, 2012 “A Dal” (The Song) fi-
nalist, 2013-2016 X-Factor mentor, 2017 “A Dal” contestant. It is 
important for her to respect the beliefs of others and she preaches 
that we should be brave and practice our religion – of course she 
also teaches this to her one and a half year old daughter Hanna- 
róza. “I always try to do something where I feel the greatest need. 

And in these difficult times, everyone needs faith, purity and elevation, so it’s no 
question that I volunteer for such an important event.”

Márton Tóth
He is a 23-year-old university student who has been a scout since 
the age of 10, he is now the communications manager responsible 
for getting as many scouts as possible to volunteer at the Con-
gress. In civilian life he is a Hungarian literature and history major 
at ELTE, and he is determined to become a teacher. “Being present 
is the key to my volunteering. It’s not important for me to get a job 

done quickly and then rush on, but to be there for as long as I’m needed. For me, 
volunteering means giving my time and energy to someone else.”

  
Gergő Baricz 
Musician and songwriter of Transylvanian origin. In 2011 he 
came third in a television talent show. It was then that the country  
discovered his diverse talents and he became a role model for 
many young people. The native of Borzont, Harghita County, still 
greets his father and the older men of his village community with 
a “Praise be to Jesus Christ!” salute. In the musicians opinion: “The 

world does not work by chance, and there are answers to everything, in which God 
himself is revealed. Because I believe in his existence, when I cannot explain things 
rationally, I look to faith.”
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Csaba Böjte 
As a layman he trained as a car mechanic, and he also worked as 
a miner in Harghita. His poet father was tortured and imprisoned 
by the communist regime for a poem he wrote. Shortly after his 
release, his father died, a loss that turned Csaba Böjte’s life around. 
He secretly entered the Franciscan Order and was ordained a priest 
in 1989. He was sent to Déva, where he established a home for 

children living on the streets in an empty monastery. According to Brother Csaba: 
“We are all born with a mission, and it is important to put our values and talents to 
good use in the world.”

András Csókay 
He originally intended to become an engineer, but in the end he be-
came a neurosurgeon. He is credited with several new surgical pro-
cedures. During his time off, he goes on medical missions to Nigeria. 
He led the international team that successfully separated a pair of  
Siamese twins joined at the head in a hospital in Dhaka. He believes 
that God is the one who guides man and heals. “Just as I could not 

have dealt with the death of my son with human strength alone. However, God has  
entrusted me with mystical experiences that have brought me comfort, and I know that 
in the resurrection I will embrace my child. I was standing with the urn in my hand 
when I heard, felt my child speak:  »It’s ok, Daddy, I fell into the arms of Jesus«”.

Attila Dolhai 
His talent and passion for music was evident at an early age, in 
his childhood. After the Secondary Technical School for Postal 
Services, he also graduated from the Teacher Training College of 
Zsámbék. He appeared in a television talent show and was a sec-
ond-year student at the University of Theatre and Film Arts when 
he was cast in the title role in the musical “Mozart!”. Never one to 

hide his faith, the artist has also performed at masses with only his guitar. He be-
lieves: “Our music can open even non-Christians to hear the message of the songs 
and be touched by God’s love.”

Anna Kubik 
She gained national recognition in the 1977 television competition 
“Ki mit tud?” (Who knows what?) On the eve of the regime change, 
she burst into public consciousness with her performance of “Ad-
vent on the Hargita”. The audience rewarded the performance with 
half an hour of applause. The actors did not bow, protesting against 
Ceaușescu’s Romania’s refusal to allow the author, András Sütő, to 
attend its premiere event. The actress believes that we have started 

to live without laws. “We should finally break away from the idea that man can con-
trol everything. Nature cannot be subjugated, we can see, if we look almost anywhere 
in the world, the consequences of our actions, our selfishness.”
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János Lackfi 
An adult convert, he found his faith during his engagement edu-
cation, and it has permeated his art ever since. He sees literature as 
a space for dialogue. His writings reflect his own experiences with 
God. In his poem “Isten-keresgélő” (God-seeker) he says: 
“I’m also chasing / after God, / he’s chasing after me, / hiding in the 
void. // He hides in existence, / the whispering of grass, / some-
times letting me / catch him. // If I tighten my grip, / he splashes 
/ in the water, / taking my secret. // But if I close / my eyes, he is 
here, / I just have to teach him / to stay...”

 
Mária Petrás 
She is not only an excellent folk singer, but also a wonderful cer-
amist. She was born in Gioseni, Moldavia. Her works regularly 
show motifs related to her faith and religion. In her declaration of 
faith she says: “In the world in which I was born, the day began 
and ended with the ringing of prayer bells. The wealth of a family 
was demonstrated with their eight, ten or twelve children.  Every-

one from the five-year-old to the oldest played an indispensable role. (...) They knew 
the order of the world because they were guided by the sun, the moon, the stars, the 
weather and their deep faith. (...) It is their image that I would like to present to the 
world as an example.”

Sena Dagadu 
The magic surrounding the Irie Maffia singer doesn’t just work 
on stage. She wants to convey joy, vitality, valuable content, she 
wants to heal, that’s why she makes music. She played Mary in this 
year’s Easter television super-production, “The Passion”. Her rela-
tionship with God and religion began in kindergarten, and she has 
attended Catholic institutions in Ghana throughout her life. 
According to Sena, “The search for God or the search for something 

to believe in is something that connects us all. Whatever our skin colour, culture, mar-
ital status or life situation, this bond will always hold us together as human beings. 
And it also connects us to the heavens.”

Ági Szalóki 
The singer has been surrounded by music and singing since child-
hood. She experienced at an early age that music has a very strong 
impact on our emotions and can take us to transcendent dimen-
sions. The singer is known not only for her music, but also for 
her willingness to help the needy and the underprivileged. She 
believes that a nurturing, caring attitude is something that is in 

everyone from birth, but she also brings a lot of good examples from her family, as 
her parents and foster father worked in the social sector. “I have always been a be-
liever, I have never denied God and He has never let go of my hand.” 
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Róbert Szikora 
He was already a household name when he finished high school. 
He played in the band Hungária for almost a decade, and in 1982
he formed R-GO, which is still extremely popular today. Róbert
Szikora says that he spent five days – from birth to his baptism –
without Jesus Christ, and since then he has become a daily part
of the life of God. At a rally he said: “If you find yourself in a very

difficult situation in life and you pray, you will find that prayer is a very short thing.
It is a cry. As Jesus Christ cried out on the cross. I have been in such a very difficult
situation. You can only say: »Help me!« You almost shout at Christ. »All my life
I have confessed you, now help me. Now I need your help«. That may be very harsh,
but the Father understands that in Christ.”
 

Csaba Pindroch 
He graduated from the Pelbárt Temesvári Franciscan High School 
in Esztergom and received his acting degree from the University 
of Theatre and Film Arts. After numerous theatre performances, 
he gained national recognition with the comedy “Valami Amerika” 
(A Kind of America). He has also performed at the Kamaraszínház, 
the Vígszínház and the Thália Színház theatres in Budapest. In an 

interview he said: “I follow the teaching that whoever asks, give, because it’s like 
giving to Jesus. When I give or help, I see a fellow human being. Everything in life 
is a cycle. The help comes back around. If I help someone, they will help someone, 
that is the order of life. If I am mean to someone, they will take it out on others. (...) 
This cycle is the work of Providence, because God is the father of us all, we humans 
are bound together by love.”
 

Diána Ürge-Vorsatz 
She has a unique vocation, having graduated from Eötvös Loránd 
University with a degree in physics from an astrophysics degree 
programme, and in 1996 she obtained a PhD in environmental sci-
ence from the University of California. She is Professor of Envi-
ronmental Studies at the Central European University in Budapest 
and has been involved in the work of the UN Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change since 2002. The Panel’s work was recognised in 2007 
with the Nobel Peace Prize. “If you look at the world from an economic-business 
perspective, the only thing you care about is how your company can make the most 
profit and benefit financially. A politician, even one with the best intentions, thinks 
only in terms of a four-year term. (...) But if you are a true believer, you understand 
the greatness of being responsible for the future. It is not only you who is impor-
tant, but also the other people, those who have not been born yet, together with the 
environment created.”
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Uniting for the Congress 

The Social Committee of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress was formed in 
2017 and is made up of scientists, artists, economic and political actors. It is chaired 
by the President of the Republic János Áder. The Committee helps to reach out to 
the whole of society about the world event. The members of the panel agree that 
not only Budapest and the Archdiocese of Esztergom-Budapest, but also Hungary 
as a whole, has gained a great opportunity by hosting the Congress.

According to the Archbishop of Esztergom-Budapest, Cardinal Péter Erdő, it is  
essential that during the preparation and during the week of the Congress, in addi-
tion to the religious programmes, there are also high-quality scientific, artistic and 
cultural events. The archbishop said that this would show that our faith affects our 
whole life and makes it more beautiful and valuable. 

The members of the Social Committee include the highest public dignitaries, 
prominent representatives of the scientific and cultural world, business and 
media personalities, as well as the Mayor of Budapest, who shared their ideas 
on how they could contribute to the preparation and organisation of the world 
event in their respective fields. Among the topics discussed was how to present 
Hungary, Budapest and Hungarian culture in a way that is worthy of the world 
event. 
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Theological Symposium

For the days immediately preceding the Congress, the 
General Secretariat, together with the Theological Com-
mission, will prepare a theological symposium to deep-
en the theological and pastoral perspective on the theme 
of the Congress. This immersion will take place with 
contributions from eminent scholars from Hungary and 
abroad at the Saint Adalbert Theological Centre of the 
Catholic Church. The programme will include academic  
lectures in English, Hungarian and Italian. Among the 
international speakers are the current Master of the 
Dominican Order, Gerard Francisco Timoner, and the 

Apostolic Exarch of the Greek Byzantine Catholic Church in Greece Manuel Nin 
i Güell. A lecture will be given by the Rector of the theological College of Eger, 
President of the Theological Committee of the 52nd International Eucharistic Con-
gress, Lajos Dolhai, and we will also hear from the Clerical President of the Synod 
of the Evangelical Church in Hungary, Károly Hafenscher. Lunch and dinner will be 
served in the Prímás Pince Restaurant, located under the hill of the Basilica. Parti- 
cipants of the Symposium will have a common Holy Mass every day and will pray 
the Lauds together on Friday. On Thursday evening, participants will be treated to 
a wine-tasting dinner.

Jewish – Christian Dialogue Concert 

04.09.2021 21:00
Dohány Street Synagogue

The main message of the concert is the dialogue between the two religions, and the 
fact that the event will be held in Europe’s largest synagogue, the Dohány Street 
Synagogue, is a clear symbol of this. The outstanding venue and the personalities of 
the performers guarantee that the event will be a high-quality programme on the 
eve of the Congress. 

Performers:
László Fekete, the current Chief Cantor of the Budapest Synagogue, Cantor Péter 
Dobszay, Cantor Dániel Rudas, organist András Virágh, Solti Chamber Orchestra, 
ETUNAM Choir, Albertfalvi Branch of the Budapest Singing School
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Main venues of the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress
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Programme of the 52nd International Eucharistic  
Congress

5 September
Sunday

Day of Joy

6 September
Monday 

Day of Goodness

7 September
Tuesday

Day of Peace

8 September
Wednesday

Day of Patience

9 September
Thursday

Day of Hope

10 September
Friday

Day of Faith

11 September
Saturday

Day of Faithfulness

12 September
Sunday

Day of Love

07:00–08:45 ARRIVAL AT HUNGEXPO ARRIVAL AT HUNGEXPO

Admission08:45–09:30 MORNING PRAYER MORNING PRAYER MORNING PRAYER
DAY OF THE 
CATECHISTS 
9:00 to 15:00

Introductory 
programme

09:30–10:00
CATECHESIS CATECHESIS CATECHESIS

10:00–10:30

FAMILY DAY 
at Margaret Island

10:30–11:00 TESTIMONY TESTIMONY TESTIMONY

11:00–11:30 BREAK BREAK

11:30–12:00
HOLY MASS HOLY MASS WORKSHOPS HOLY MASS HOLY MASS

STATIO ORBIS – 
SOLEMN CLOSING 
MASS WITH POPE 

FRANCIS 
(Heroes’ Square)

12:00–12:30

12:30–13:00
Admission

LUNCH BREAK LUNCH BREAK
13:00–13:30

13:30–14:00
Introductory 
programme14:00–14:30

Admission
14:30–15:00

WORKSHOPS WORKSHOPS
15:00–15:30 CEREMONIAL 

OPENING
Introductory 
programme

15:30–16:00

16:00–16:30 HOLY MASS 
WITH FIRST 

COMMUNION

(Heroes’ Square)

BYZANTINE RITE 
DIVINE LITURGY

(St Stephen’s Basilica) 
16:00-18:0016:30–17:00

17:00–17:30
PARISH 
MASSES

from 17:00

HOLY MASS 
(Kossuth Square)

and

EUCHARISTIC 
CANDLE 

PROCESSION 

Chief Celebrant 
Cardinal Primate 

Péter Erdő

17:30–18:00
Gate 

opening, 
admission

18:00–18:30 Mission in 
Africa 

(St. 
Stephen’s-
Basilica)

18:30–19:00 Tuning in

19:00–19:30 Concert 
of the 
Saint 

Ephraim 
Male 
Choir 
(Pesti 

Vigadó)

COMMUNITY 
ADORATION 

OF THE 
SACRAMENT 

AND
 CONFESSION

(St. Steph-
en’s Basilica)

ÁKOS 
CONCERT 

AND
SPRINGTIDE 

YOUTH 
NIGHT

(Papp László 
Sports Arena)

19:30–20:00

Csík 
Orchestra 

concert 
(Erkel 

Theatre)

Patriarchal 
Choir of 
Moscow

(Academy of 
Music)

20:00–20:30
Concert by the 
100-member 

Gipsy Symphony 
Orchestra (Erkel 

Theatre)

Eucharistic 
Symphony 

(Academy of 
Music)

20:30–21:00

21:00–21:30 FINAL COMMUNION
AT HEROES’ SQUARE 

21:30–22:00

22:00–22:30
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Programme of the 52nd International Eucharistic  
Congress

5 September
Sunday

Day of Joy

6 September
Monday 

Day of Goodness

7 September
Tuesday

Day of Peace

8 September
Wednesday

Day of Patience

9 September
Thursday

Day of Hope

10 September
Friday

Day of Faith

11 September
Saturday

Day of Faithfulness

12 September
Sunday

Day of Love

07:00–08:45 ARRIVAL AT HUNGEXPO ARRIVAL AT HUNGEXPO

Admission08:45–09:30 MORNING PRAYER MORNING PRAYER MORNING PRAYER
DAY OF THE 
CATECHISTS 
9:00 to 15:00

Introductory 
programme

09:30–10:00
CATECHESIS CATECHESIS CATECHESIS

10:00–10:30

FAMILY DAY 
at Margaret Island

10:30–11:00 TESTIMONY TESTIMONY TESTIMONY

11:00–11:30 BREAK BREAK

11:30–12:00
HOLY MASS HOLY MASS WORKSHOPS HOLY MASS HOLY MASS

STATIO ORBIS – 
SOLEMN CLOSING 
MASS WITH POPE 

FRANCIS 
(Heroes’ Square)

12:00–12:30

12:30–13:00
Admission

LUNCH BREAK LUNCH BREAK
13:00–13:30

13:30–14:00
Introductory 
programme14:00–14:30

Admission
14:30–15:00

WORKSHOPS WORKSHOPS
15:00–15:30 CEREMONIAL 

OPENING
Introductory 
programme

15:30–16:00

16:00–16:30 HOLY MASS 
WITH FIRST 

COMMUNION

(Heroes’ Square)

BYZANTINE RITE 
DIVINE LITURGY

(St Stephen’s Basilica) 
16:00-18:0016:30–17:00

17:00–17:30
PARISH 
MASSES

from 17:00

HOLY MASS 
(Kossuth Square)

and

EUCHARISTIC 
CANDLE 

PROCESSION 

Chief Celebrant 
Cardinal Primate 

Péter Erdő

17:30–18:00
Gate 

opening, 
admission

18:00–18:30 Mission in 
Africa 

(St. 
Stephen’s-
Basilica)

18:30–19:00 Tuning in

19:00–19:30 Concert 
of the 
Saint 

Ephraim 
Male 
Choir 
(Pesti 

Vigadó)

COMMUNITY 
ADORATION 

OF THE 
SACRAMENT 

AND
 CONFESSION

(St. Steph-
en’s Basilica)

ÁKOS 
CONCERT 

AND
SPRINGTIDE 

YOUTH 
NIGHT

(Papp László 
Sports Arena)

19:30–20:00

Csík 
Orchestra 

concert 
(Erkel 

Theatre)

Patriarchal 
Choir of 
Moscow

(Academy of 
Music)

20:00–20:30
Concert by the 
100-member 

Gipsy Symphony 
Orchestra (Erkel 

Theatre)

Eucharistic 
Symphony 

(Academy of 
Music)

20:30–21:00

21:00–21:30 FINAL COMMUNION
AT HEROES’ SQUARE 

21:30–22:00

22:00–22:30



42

Solemn opening and Holy Mass with First 
Communion
Sunday, 5 September 2021
Heroes’ Square

A grand opening ceremony with music and dancing will mark the start of the 52nd 
International Eucharistic Congress on 5 September 2021. 
A special feature of the event is that after 83 years, it will be possible to be a first 
communion celebrant at the World Eucharistic Congress. More than 1200 children 
will receive the Eucharist for the first time. It is also the Veni Sancte, i.e., opening 
Mass of the Catholic school year.

Programme
12:30 Opening of the gates 
13:30 Introductory programme
15:00 Opening programme: Hungary, the land of the Virgin Mary
16:00 Opening Holy Mass with first communion

Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco, President of the Council 
of European Bishops’ Conferences will be the chief 
celebrant of the holy mass.

The opening Mass of the Congress will be accompanied by a choir of nearly 1,000 
singers and the Leó Weiner Orchestra. 

The choir will be accompanied by the Iubilate and Laudate Girls’ Choirs of the 
Kodály Zoltán Hungarian Choir School, the Exsultate Boys’ Choir and the Cantate 
Mixed Choir, the Children’s Choir of the Parish of Felsőkrisztinaváros, the Choir 
School of the Cathedral of Vác, and the St. Angela’s School of Singing, Pannonia Sac- 
ra, the children’s choirs of the Mindszenty, Szent András and Szent Lőrinc schools 
in Esztergom, the Archbishop’s Boys’ Choir of Eger, the choir of the Piarist Gram-
mar School in Vác, the children of the Don Bosco Choir of the University Church 
and the Starlight Children’s Choir of Szolnok.

The Leó Weiner Catholic School of Music and Music Secondary School has its own 
orchestra for strings and wind instruments. In addition to the joy and experience 
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of playing together and playing chamber music as a group, the main aim and task 
of the orchestras is to help students to learn about the difficulties of playing in an 
orchestra and to learn how to overcome them. The orchestras’ repertoire includes 
musical gems from all periods. The orchestra, which performs music at the opening 
Mass of the Congress, is made up of the school’s string and wind players.

Venue, admission
Pilgrims who have pre-registered will receive a valid ticket for a specific sector, 
indicating the entry point and the suggested access route. Please read the descrip-
tions and the displayed information carefully, and feel free to ask the volunteers at 
the venue for assistance.

Contributors to the introductory programme

Gergely Rákász – organist

Gergely Rákász gave his first concert at the age of 15, the youngest concert organist 
in the country. He studied and performed in the United States until 2005, and by 
2020 he had more than 1,500 performances in major cities in Hungary, Europe 
and America. His unique vision infuses classical music with youthful energy. He 
has created a new genre, bringing classical music and the organ to tens of thousands 
of people through visual art, dance and acting. The foundation that bears the musi-
cian’s name regularly organises concerts in Hungarian settlements across the bor-
der, with world stars such as pianist Gergely Bogányi, jazz pianist Péter Sárik and 
Misi Boros and Apor Szüts from the TV show Virtuózok.

Heroes’ Sq uare
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Leó Weiner wind quintet

The Leó Weiner Catholic Music School and Secondary Music School has a century 
-long history of educating students in the Kodály method and in the pedagogical  
spirit of its namesake, from early childhood to young adulthood.  In 2011, the  
institution was awarded the Prima Primissima prize for its professional work. The 
school’s pupils will perform a classical brass quintet at the opening Mass.

Contributing IEC Heralds:
Róbert Szikora – singer
János Lackfi – writer, poet, literary translator, editor
Gergő Baricz – singer

Read more about IEC’s heralds in Our Heralds chapter.

Opening show – Hungary, the land of the Virgin 
Mary, 15:00

In this programme, which presents the Hungarian  
and Christian traditions of the Carpathian  
Basin, the inhabitants of each region, while wearing 
different costumes unique to them, are part of our 
traditional culture; our dances, folk songs and folk 

music bear witness to the common spirituality and unmistakable habitus of the 
Hungarian people.

The basic concept of the programme is to show the unique relationship and roots 
of the Hungarian people, folk tradition and the Christian religion. The Hungarian 
identity, folk traditions and folk customs that unite the Carpathian Basin go back 
to the pre-Christian era. The unique interaction of all these forms the basis of the 
complex and rich Christian culture that has shaped our 1000 years of history.

Along with our Christian religion, it is in our dances, songs, music and our own 
millennia-old culture that we most experience the wonder of belonging to a com-
munity and the love that binds all Hungarians together in the world.

Director: Csaba Káel, Choreographers: Zoltán Zsuráfszky and Zsuzsa Vince Zs., Music 
Editor: László Gőz. Contributors: Petrás Mária – folk singer, IEC Herald, Hungarian 
National Dance Ensemble, Amateur and professional dance ensembles from Buda-
pest and its surroundings, Children’s groups from Budapest and Szeged, Traditional 
dance groups
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Interpretation
We provide simultaneous interpretation at the event in the following languages: 
Hungarian, English, German, Italian, French, Spanish. Interpretation will be avail-
able on the appropriate radio frequencies, which can be found on the back cover of 
the programme booklet.

Sign interpretation will be provided in the accessible sector.

Liturgical booklet
The liturgical booklet contains the texts and hymns of the Holy Mass, allowing you 
to actively participate in the services. The document is available in the six languages 
of the Congress on the IEC2020 mobile application and can be downloaded from 
www.iec2020.hu. 

Communion
With the participation of hundreds of communicants, we will provide opportu-
nities for communion in all sectors. The communicants will be accompanied by 
volunteers with white flags. 

Safety information
The general safety information can be found in the Safety Regulations chapter.

Access, parking
It is recommended to access the area of the event on foot or by public transport 
due to the significant traffic restrictions. For public transport routes and timetables,  
please check the operators’ websites and passenger information. Parking is not  
possible at the event site.

Unobstructed access
A special section will be provided for people with disabilities, where pre-registered 
persons will be allowed access. 

Toilets
There are mobile toilets and accessible mobile toilets and a health point in each 
sector of the event. Please follow the displayed signs.  
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52nd International Eucharistic Congress

6-10 September 2021
Hungexpo, 1101 Budapest, Albertirsai út 10

The morning and early afternoon programmes of the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress will take place at Hungexpo. Each morning, from Monday to Friday, the 
day will start with a prayer service, followed by a catechesis by cardinals from 
around the world. Afterwards, testimonies will be given about their faith and their 
experiences of the Eucharist. Every day Masses will be open to everyone, except on 
Wednesday, when several parishes in Budapest will celebrate Mass in different lan-
guages at the same time. In the afternoon, four options will be offered. The five-day 
programme also serves as a kind of spiritual retreat, where we can benefit from the 
rich spiritual treasures of the universal Church. 

During the congress, exhibitors will be waiting for visitors in the Hungexpo trade 
fair area. A bookstore will be open, featuring the offers of the St. Stephen’s Society, 
as well as the Monastic Office, the Matthias Church and the Orthodox Exarchate 
of Constantinople in Hungary. Religious items, Tokaj wines, honey and Hungarian 
salami will be on sale, and information will be provided on Hungaricums and Hun-
garian traditions.

What is included in a Hungexpo ticket? 
• Entry to Hungexpo (wristband, QR code)
• Daily lunch at Hungexpo – if you register online in advance
• Budapest public transport (BKK) ticket: Pilgrims who have a valid ticket for 

at least 3 days can use BKK trains (except airport bus) free of charge between 
5 and 12 September by showing the wristband.

• Pilgrim pack 

REGISTRATION AND TICKET CONTROL

Pilgrims can enter at the reception building at Gate I or at the entrance tent at Gate 
III. Please bring your ticket and ID card or passport for identity verification and 
have it ready on arrival! 

Admission for online registrants
Collection of wristbands and pilgrim’s pack at Szent István Square

Visitors who have registered online by 29 August can validate their registration in 
advance by picking up their wristband and pilgrim’s packet at Szent István Square, 
thus speeding up their entry to Hungexpo. 
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Collection of wristbands and pilgrim’s pack at Hungexpo

Additional visitors will have their identity and tickets verified at Hungexpo. By 
presenting your QR code, you will be entitled to pick up your wristband and  
pilgrim’s pack on site and enter the event area at Gate I  or Gate III.

ACCESS

IEC special services
Hungexpo shuttle service

The shuttle will depart from the Expo 
Square stop every 6 minutes at the be-
ginning and end of the event, and every 
20 minutes during the day, and will stop 
at the following stops: 

• Stadionok bus station
• Pillangó street
• Örs vezér tere (Volánbus stop) 
• Hungexpo Gate III.
• Hungexpo Expo square

Hungexpo - St. Stephen’s Basilica (Bajcsy-Zsilinszky road stop) direct shuttle
The shuttle runs every 15 minutes from the Expo Square stop. No other stops are 
served. 

Public transport: 
train: to Kőbánya felső railway station
2M: To Pillangó utca stop
bus 10: to Gate III. or Expo tér stop
tram 37, 37A: to Kőbánya felső railway station

Car: It is not possible to enter Albertirsai út by car. (Except for those who are entitled.)

Taxi: The entrances to Hungexpo are accessible by taxi. The closure of Albertirsai 
út does not prevent taxi traffic.

Parking of special buses:
Only special buses of pilgrim groups that have been authorised in the registration 
system to park on Albertirsai út will be allowed to park. Unauthorised buses are 
not allowed to enter Albertirsai út.

Stadionok  
bus station

Pillangó 
street

Örs vezér tere 
(Volánbus stop) 

Gate III.

Hungexpo 
Expo square

Hungexpo
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TECHNICAL INFORMATION

Volunteers and scouts will be available to help you find your way around the infor-
mation points in the area.

Health and safety regulations
In order to protect the health of all, please comply with the current epidemiological 
regulations throughout the Congress and at all venues. Thank you!

Smoking is only allowed in designated areas. 

The general safety information can be found in the Safety Regulations chapter.

Interpretation
The plenary sessions and the faculties will be interpreted in the six languages of the 
Congress: English, German, French, Italian, Spanish, Hungarian, Italian, French and 
German. Interpretation will be available on the corresponding radio frequencies, 
which can be found on the back cover.

All visitors are provided with an FM radio, which is included in the pilgrim pack. 
Numbered interpreting equipment will be used in Pavilions E and B. You can pick 
up the equipment at the entrance to the faculty rooms upon presentation of an ID 
card. When leaving, do not forget to hand in your device and collect your ID. 

Sign interpretation:
For hearing impaired visitors, sign language interpretation and a separate section 
will be provided throughout the day in the Plenary Hall (Pavilion A). 

We reserve the right to change the venue and programme.
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Monday 6 September 2021 – Day of Goodness

GATE OPENING 7:00

LAUDS 8:45

Chief Celebrant: H.E.R. András Veres, County Bishop 
of Győr, President of the Hungarian Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference (Hungary)
He completed his theological studies first at the Theologi- 
cal College of Eger and then at Pázmány Péter Catholic 
University, Faculty of Theology. After teaching, he was 
Secretary of the Hungarian Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
for eight years from 1998. In 2000 he was consecrated 

bishop by Pope John Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. In 2006 Pope Benedict 
XVI appointed him Bishop of Szombathely. Since 2015 he is President of the Hun-
garian Catholic Bishops’ Conference. Pope Francis appointed him Bishop of the 
Diocese of Győr in 2016.

Musical service: Emmanuel Community
The Emmanuel Community is a French-founded fruit of the Catholic charismatic 
renewal, born out of a desire for deeper commitment and devotional life among 
Catholics baptised in the Holy Spirit. Since 2009, it has been an international, 
official association of believers in Christ with papal status.
The community is present in 80 countries and its members come from all statuses 
of life and of all ages: families, singles, priests, men and women with a life dedi-
cated to God. The three basic graces of the community’s spirituality are Adoratio 
(worship of God), Compassio (compassionate love for the suffering) and Evangeli-
sation (sharing the Good News of God).

CATECHESIS 9:30

Cardinal João Tempesta, Archbishop of Rio de Janeiro 
(Brazil)
Also known as the “bullet-proof” Cardinal, the Archbishop 
survived two armed robberies and a street shoot-out. He 
does a lot to help those in need and hopes that Rio will 
one day be known not for its natural beauty but for the 
people who live there in love. Orani João Tempesta entered 
the Cistercian Order after his graduation from high school. 

Ordained a priest in 1974, he served as a parish priest. In 1997 he became Bishop 
of São Jose do Rio Preto and in 2004 Archbishop of Belem. In 2013 he hosted the 
World Youth Summit. A year later, Pope Francis made him a cardinal.

Did you know? Lauds = morning praise
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Did you know? Lauds = morning praise

Cultural programme: Jazzation
Five singers, four albums, three ladies and two gentlemen in harmony: that’s Jaz-
zation. Based in Budapest, the a cappella group has already stolen the hearts of the 
judges at the most prestigious international competitions and returned home with 
first place. In addition to jazz, the group also draws on folk music from around 
the world, and their virtuoso arrangements and original compositions are a huge  
success at home and abroad.

TESTIMONY 10:30

Mons. Konstantin Szabó, Greek Catholic priest,  
chaplain of Sislóc (Ukraine)
Konstantin Szabó completed his priestly training in secret
and was ordained as such. In 1945, following Stalin’s decree,
Greek Catholic priests were forced to merge into the Ortho-
dox Church. However, many resisted and were executed or
sent to the gulag. Priestly apprentices had to exercise the ut-
most caution while studying theology with Elemér Ortutay.

This is how he recalled that period: “I went to him secretly for private instruction,
but I did not know who else he was teaching besides me. When the pestering became
more frequent, instead of taking notes, I went with bonbons and flowers, as if I were
going to visit a guest, and I invented all sorts of detours to evade the secret police
watching us. There was a moment, a breaking point, when I said I can’t do it, I’ll stop.
Uncle Elemér then sent me a note: »Kid – that was my code name – be careful not
to slam the door, because sometimes it’s very hard to open«. That thought has stayed
with me forever.” He had to wait until 1989 for his first independent liturgy.

BREAK 11:00

HOLY MASS 11:30

Chief Celebrant: Archbishop S.E.R. Piero Marini, 
President of the Pontifical Commission for 
International Eucharistic Congresses (Italy)
Archbishop Piero Marini was a master of ceremony of 
Popes Paul VI, John Paul II and Benedict XVI. Since 2007 
he has been President of the Pontifical Commission for 
the International Eucharistic Congresses. Archbishop 
Marini accompanied Pope John Paul II on 76 journeys. He 

was present with the Polish head of the Church in Santiago de Chile in 1987 in  
O’Higgins Park, where during the Holy Mass, armoured cars drove among the people  
listening to the Pope’s message of reconciliation and peace. The tear gas reached 
even the Holy Father. At the end of the service, the Pope’s powerful voice was heard 
as a shout: “Love is stronger!”
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Musical service: The choir of the Kodály Zoltán Hungarian Choir School
In 1988, on the initiative of Ferenc Sapszon, Kossuth-Liszt and Hungarian Heri-
tage Prize-winning conductor, a new type of school was founded, the Zoltán Ko- 
dály Hungarian Choir School (KZMK), which, according to Zoltán Kodály’s concept, 
realizes the ideal of the world-famous Western European choir schools operating 
alongside cathedrals “in the Hungarian way”. 
The Choir School, in which music plays an important role, is not primarily 
a musical innovation, but a specific educational system: people-oriented, or rather: 
“Christ-centred school”.
The school’s five choirs are regularly engaged in liturgical service and are also re- 
gular participants in national and international concerts. The choirs have won first 
prizes and grand prizes at several world competitions. The mixed choir of the KZMK 
Cantate Choir, complemented by members of the KZMK Cantate Choir, performs 
music and liturgy at some of the Congress Masses.

LUNCH BREAK 12:30

WORKSHOPS 14:30-15:30

PAVILION ‘A’:

S.E.R. Joseph-Marie Ndi-Okalla, Bishop of Mbalmayo 
(Cameroon): The Eucharist is the source of goodness
Bishop Joseph-Marie Ndi-Okalla, will arrive in Budapest 
from Cameroon. Cameroon is a country rich in minerals – 
gold and diamonds – yet more than 40% of the population 
live in extreme poverty. In addition to poverty, people suf-
fer from violence, bloody conflicts and attacks by extremist 
religious organisations. Joseph-Marie Ndi-Okalla is com-

mitted to interfaith dialogue and social peace.
 
PAVILION ‘B’:

Csaba Böjte, Franciscan monk (Romania): 
On hope. The faith of Christ – our faith; presentation of pastoral 
work with children
Csaba Böjte secretly entered the Franciscan Order and was 
ordained a priest in 1989. More than 25 years ago, the res-
cue of children began in Deva with a meal for the hungry 
in the ruins of the collapsing Romanian communist dicta-
torship. 
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It was then that Franciscan monk Csaba Böjte came to Deva. He and his staff first 
took in an 8-month-old girl abandoned at a railway station. Since then, some 6,000 
children have been given religious education, food and shelter in one of the homes 
that have grown into a network. 

PAVILION ‘E1’:

Mary Healy, biblical theologian (USA):
Love says go – The Eucharist and the Christian life 
Mary Healy, theologian and associate professor at the Sacred 
Heart Seminary in Detroit, is a biblical theologian. In 2014, 
Pope Francis appointed her one of the first three women 
ever to serve on the Pontifical Biblical Commission. She be-
lieves that women’s voices are not heard enough in theology, 
biblical studies and within the Church. “We women think 

differently about the Bible than men. We complement each other. For example, I think 
of the parts of Scripture that talk about marriage, family, children. But we don’t just 
think differently about these things, we think differently about the whole Bible and 
theology. Women are more intuitive and often make connections that men don’t.”

PAVILION ‘E2’:

Damian Stayne, founder of the Catholic charismatic 
community Cor et Lumen Christi (UK): Intimacy with 
God through the Holy Eucharist and the Holy Name
“At the Oncology Institute, the doctor found no tumour dur-
ing a check-up.” These and similar experiences have been re-
ported by those who have attended Damian Stayne’s courses, 
the community prayers he leads. Through his ministry, thou-
sands of people have been healed of physical and spiritual 

illness, received life-transforming prophecy and been filled with the power of the 
Holy Spirit. He has also visited Hungary on several occasions. Damian Stayne gave 
up his work in 1983 and travelled to Paris to visit Catholic communities. After seven 
and a half years of fasting and prayer, he founded the Cor et Lumen Christi (Heart and 
Light of Christ) community in England in 1990.
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Monday, 6 September 2021  

Mission in Africa
Monday, 6 September 2021 18:00
St. Stephen’s Basilica

In recent years, thanks to Hungarian  
medical missions, a deep connection 
has been established between the 
Catholic community of Hungary and 
the faithful of Onitsha in Nigeria. 
Initially linked by medical and then 

humanitarian aid, the two communities have now become open to each other 
through mutual interest and a desire to learn about each other’s lives and cultures.

In September last year, Valerian Okeke, Archbishop of Onitsha, Nigeria, sent a message  
to the online pre-meeting on the Eucharist, expressing his hope to meet in person 
in 2021. The plan is to make this a reality. 

We have organised an evening hosted by Dr. Réka Fodor “Afréka”, a missionary 
doctor from the Afréka Foundation, and consisting of screenings, lectures and mu-
sic. It will include a lecture by Archbishop-Metropolitan Valerian Okeke entitled 
Eucharist: our strength. 

We will also meet Dr Izunna Okonkwo, director of the St Charles Borromeo Hospital  
in Onitsha. He will share his thoughts on Eucharist and world hunger. 
During the evening, the Vice-Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Onitsha, Basil  
Ekwunife, will give a lecture: Eucharist as a source of humanitarian aid. Dr. András 
Csókay, neurosurgeon, the founding father of the Nigerian Medical Mission, will 
share his experiences of his involvement in Nigeria under the title Medical Missions 
with Jesus Prayer. During the evening, we will hear the Ghanaian-born singer Sena 
Dagadu, who will also be one of the heralds of the Congress.

The event is free of charge. If you would like to support the next mission of the 
Afréka Foundation, you can do so by purchasing the Afréka booklets summarising 
the experiences of the medical missions in Nigeria, as well as the book by Fr Izunna, 
at the St Stephen’s Book Week, organised in the square in front of St Stephen’s Ba-
silica during the week of the Congress. Interpretation will be provided at the event!
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Csík Orchestra 
concert 
Monday, 
6 September 2021 
19:30 
Erkel Theatre

The Csík Orchestra has been one of the most influential figures in Hungarian folk 
music for more than three decades. The award-winning ensemble brilliantly com-
bines elements of Hungarian folk, light and world music in its melodic world. In the 
cultural programme of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress, the orchestra 
presents this vibrant diversity in harmony. Tickets are not available at the venue.

Concert of the Saint Ephraim Male Choir 
Monday, 6 September 2021 19:00 
Pesti Vigadó

The award-winning Saint Ephraim Male 
Choir sings in Byzantine music style. It is 
a popular performer at national and inter-
national festivals and regularly performs at 
Greek Catholic liturgies. 

The group, founded two decades ago by Tamás Bubnó, singer and choirmaster, won 
first prize in the chamber choir category at the Hajnówka International Orthodox 
Church Music Festival in 2006. In 2010 the choir was also awarded a prize by 
a prestigious international music magazine. The choir’s goal is to perform the mu-
sical treasures of the Byzantine rite churches in Hungary and Central and Eastern 
Europe in an authentic way. Their concerts also include contemporary European 
pieces as well as works by Ferenc Liszt, Béla Bartók, Zoltán Kodály and György 
Ligeti. 

The choir has performed for Russian audiences on several occasions and has also 
toured South America. On 6 September, audiences will be able to meet this great 
choir at the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress in Pesti Vigadó. Tickets are not 
available at the venue.
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Tuesday 7 September 2021 – Day of Peace

GATE OPENING 7:00

LAUDS 8:45

Chief Celebrant: S.E.R. Csaba Ternyák, Archbishop of 
Eger (Hungary)
He was ordained a priest in 1979. He holds a doctorate in theo-
logy and studied dogmatics in Rome. He was rector of the 
Pontifical Hungarian Ecclesiastical Institute in Rome. From 
1992 he was secretary of the Hungarian Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference for five years. He was ordained bishop by the 
Pope himself. He was a consultor to the Congregation for Bi- 

shops, a member of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itine-
rant People, and a member of the Pontifical Council for Culture. In 2007 he was appoin-
ted Archbishop of Eger by Pope Benedict XVI.

Musical service: Chemin Neuf Community
The Chemin Neuf Community is an ecumenically open Catholic community, born 
in France in 1973. It has been present in 30 countries around the world, including 
Hungary for 30 years. Its main vocation is to work for unity and the re-evangeli-
sation of the world. Its members include monks, priests and families. The Chemin 
Neuf Community is nourished by the Saint Ignatius spirituality and charismatic 
renewal, and is linked to the Church through its many missions.

CATECHESIS 9:30

Cardinal Gérald Lacroix, Primate, Archbishop of Que-
bec (Canada)
“I am a joyful man, it is a gift from God (...), it comes from 
loving God”, said the Ca“rdinal. As a child, he and his six 
brothers and sisters were deprived of their father, who 
worked as a woodcutter. During his studies, Gérald Lacro-
ix joined a missionary who had been working in Colombia 
for several years. “There the Lord called me to follow him. 

It turned everything upside down, because I didn’t want to be a priest,” says Gérald 
Lacroix, who served in Colombia for nine years in a war zone controlled by a mi-
litary guerrilla organisation. His parish included 18 villages, the furthest of which 
took 18 hours to reach and could only be reached by mule. Lacroix has served the 
community as a priest since 1988. Since 2011, he has been Archbishop of the Arch-
diocese of Quebec and Primate of Canada.
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Cultural programme: Erika Miklósa – opera singer, IEC herald
Kossuth-, Liszt Ferenc- and Prima Primissima Award-winning soprano coloratura. 
She was an athlete at the age of ten, but an accident forced her to give up competing 
and she turned to singing as a hobby. After just three years, at 19 – the youngest 
ever – she was signed by the Hungarian State Opera House. In the role of the Queen 
of the Night in The Magic Flute, she soon conquered all the world’s major stages from 
London to Paris, Munich to New York, and became the most sought-after artist in 
the role, which she has sung more than 500 times to date. She is still a regular guest 
in the world’s most prestigious opera houses.

TESTIMONY 10:30

Cardinal Louis Raphaël Sako, Archbishop of Baghdad, 
Catholic Patriarch of Babylon of the Chaldeans (Iraq)
Louis Raphael Sako took over the leadership of the Chal-
dean Catholic Church in 2013. It is the oldest Christian 
community in Iraq. As Archbishop, he has for years been 
calling for dialogue between different social groups, the 
authorities and the government. Even during the devasta-
tion of the Islamic State, he spoke out courageously and 

firmly. His shocking cries for help drew the attention of the international Christian 
community to the events in Iraq and Syria. “I myself went to a Muslim settlement 
several times to help four thousand Muslim families. We brought them food, me-
dicine, and I told them: we are Christians, we come from Baghdad, 400 kilometres 
away, because we are with them, we are brothers and sisters, we are not infidels. The 
disbeliever are those who persecuted us and those who did them wrong.”

BREAK 11:00
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HOLY MASS 11:30 

Chief Celebrant: S.E.R. Jose Serofia Palma, Archbishop 
of Cebu (Philippines)
Jose Serofia Palma, former Vice President and then  
President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philip- 
pines, has been Archbishop of Cebu since 2010. In 2018, 
his life was in danger. His home in Manila was broken into 
by a deranged, armed masked man seeking advice on how 
to save his failing marriage. The man, who suffered from 

depression, eventually died in a shootout with police. The Archbishop then called 
the man’s father and offered to help.

Musical service: The choir of the Zoltán Kodály Hungarian Choir School, more 
about which is described at Monday’s Mass.

LUNCH BREAK 12:30

WORKSHOPS 14:30-15:30

PAVILION ‘A’:

Johannes Hartl, founder of the House of Prayer in 
Augsburg (Germany): In the attraction of beauty. 
Discovering the beauty of God in prayer and adoration
Hartl grew up in a Catholic family, but his extremist youth 
led him for a time away from God. “I never had a negative 
image of the Church, only that it was boring.” When he was 
fourteen, his parents took him to a religious conference. 
“I was a rebellious hippie at the time and thought the whole 

thing was nonsense. I didn’t pray, I just stood there and felt nothing. When the prayer 
was over, I went back to my seat and that’s when I felt something change in me. 
I found God, even though I hadn’t done anything for him.” In 2005, he and his wife 
founded the House of Prayer in Augsburg, Germany, where praise and praying takes 
place 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Hartl said: “Fuel stations and McDonald’s are 
open 24 hours a day, only we Christians are open one hour a week.” The House of 
Prayer has changed that.
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PAVILION ‘B’:

Kálmán Dabóczi, President of the Seventy-Two 
Disciples Movement (Hungary):  Together. For you. A net-
work of Hungarian Catholic movements at the service of families
As a lawyer, economist, former business executive, father 
of seven and President of the Seventy-Two Disciples Move-
ment, he is also very concerned about our common future. 
The movement, which he leads, was set up at the instigation 
of Cardinal Péter Erdő to bring the views of professionals 

working as responsible Christians in organisations and groups within the Hungarian 
Catholic Church into the public discourse. One of the main objectives of Kálmán Da-
bóczi is to mobilise intellectuals, to build community and networking.

PAVILION ‘E1’:

Barbara Heil, former Protestant preacher and  
missionary (USA): 
How to gain a Catholic? A Protestant preacher and 
missionary’s journey into the Catholic Church
Barbara Heil grew up in a non-religious family and became 
a Protestant missionary. Her long journey eventually led 
her to the Catholic Church. Since then, she has preached 
God’s Word among prostitutes with AIDS and to strangers 

in elevators. She believes that preaching can be done not only from the pulpit, but 
anywhere in the world, where there is much to do for all of us.

PAVILION ‘E2’:

Jean-Luc Moens, mathematician, former moderator of 
CHARIS, the International Catholic Charismatic Re-
newal Services (Belgium): Eucharist and the Holy Spirit
Jean-Luc Moens is a man of the world, mathematician, fa-
ther of seven children, and a grandfather. He was converted 
as an adult and is spiritually attached to CHARIS. Accor-
ding to Moens, evangelisation is like parachuting: the Spirit  
arrives at the right time, not before and not after. At the right 

moment, he opens the parachute and gives the gift needed to reach someone’s heart.
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Wednesday 8 September 2021 – Day of Patience 

GATE OPENING 7:00

LAUDS 8:45    

Chief celebrant: S.E.R. Stanisław Gądecki, Archbishop 
of Poznan (Poland)
Archbishop Stanisław Gądecki has been the President of 
the Polish Bishops’ Conference since 2014. The challenges 
and burdens of this task have helped him get to know and 
feel even better the struggles of ecclesiastical personalities 
who are confronting a dictatorial regime. He is also very 
outspoken and speaks openly about the effects of seculari-

sation. He is a great admirer of József Mindszenty, and has visited the tomb of the 
former prince primate. 

Musical service: The choir of the Zoltán Kodály Hungarian Choir School, which 
you can read more about at Monday’s Mass.

CATECHESIS 9:30  
 

Cardinal Charles Maung Bo, President of the Asian 
Bishops’ Conference (Myanmar)
Cardinal Charles Maung Bo is the first cardinal of Myanmar 
and the President of the Asian Bishops’ Conference. Pope 
Francis appointed him to express solidarity with Burmese 
Catholics suffering under oppression. Charles Maung Bo is 
a Salesians monk and has long been a committed advocate 
for disadvantaged Christians and minorities. Having lived 

through religious conflicts in his country, involving both Muslim and Christian 
minorities, he has made religious tolerance his main mission. The Cardinal has re-
peatedly called for peace. “The only solution is to open every door and every heart 
to the other, because we are children of the same people and violence must be met 
with gentleness and prayer.”

Cultural programme: Hajdú Dance Ensemble of Debrecen
The community, which was awarded the European Prize for Folk Art and the Hun-
garian Heritage Prize, was founded in 1953. It currently has close to 400 members, 
from kindergarten to senior age. The ensemble, which has always been rated ‘Ex-
cellent’, has appeared several times on the “Peacock has Risen” show. Their repertoire 
includes dances from all over the Hungarian language area in authentic and thema-
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tic stage adaptations. The ensemble, under the leadership of Zsuzsa Tiszai, draws on 
tradition to convey values and ideas to the people of today. 

TESTIMONY 10:30 

Moyses Azevedo, founder of the Shalom Catholic Com-
munity (Brazil)
At the age of thirteen, he decided that he no longer wanted 
to go to church. A few years later a spiritual retreat changed  
his life. In 1980, at a National Eucharistic Congress, he was 
asked to greet Pope John Paul II and to think of a gift for 
him. Azevedo decided, given his modest circumstances, 
to dedicate his life to the evangelisation of young people. 

Two years later, he opened his first café. Today his community is present in many 
countries around the world, including in Budapest. As the founder of the Shalom 
Catholic Community, he and his partners pursue an indirect mission, opening cafés 
and sandwich shops where they initiate conversations about faith, God, life...

BREAK  11:00

WORKSHOPS 11:30 

PAVILION ‘A’:

Mons. Michael White, co-author of the book 
“Rebuilt” (USA): Rebuilt movement
Michael White, one of the co-authors of the highly suc-
cessful pastoral book “Rebuilt”, together with his pastoral 
partner Tom Corcoran, have brought about a huge change 
in their congregation in North Baltimore (Maryland, USA). 
Step by step, they rebuilt their parish. Church attendan-
ce and parish volunteers have tripled. Their budget quad- 

rupled and they built a community centre from their own resources. They recog-
nised the most important message of their mission in the commandment of Jesus: 
“Make disciples of all nations.” One of the keys to their success is teamwork, as the 
church is not just for the priests, but for everyone, and everyone has a role to play. 
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PAVILION ‘B’:

S.E.R. János Székely, Diocesian Bishop of Szombathely 
and the “Naphimnusz” Creation Protection Association 
(Hungary): One Earth, One Bread – the world of Laudato si’
János Székely was ordained a deacon in Jerusalem in 1991 
and ordained a priest in the same year. He began his pas-
toral ministry in Érsekvadkert, where as a young priest he 
was confronted with the poverty of marginalised Roma and 
the many values they had to offer. He began evangelising  

among them. He is convinced that we are born to learn to love. To love everyone, 
but especially the sick, the elderly, the weak and the poor.
This year, you will find the events of the Catholic Social Days (KATTÁRS) among 
the programmes of the International Eucharistic Congress.

PAVILION ‘E1’:

Mons. Justo Antonio Lofeudo, one of the founders of 
the Missionaries of the Most Holy Eucharist monastic 
community (Spain): Renewal of parishes and dioceses through 
perpetual adoration
Justo Antonio Lofeudo is one of those who were baptised 
but did not practise their religion. He built a successful ca- 
reer and travelled the world, but at the age of thirty he reali-
sed that he did not want to pursue material goals. He moved 

to Italy. While contemplating the Shroud of Turin, he received the call to travel to 
Medjugorje. The trip changed his life completely, he was called to the priesthood. Al-
most immediately after his ordination, he was invited to perpetual adoration. Today, 
thanks to the mission of the Eucharist, there are about 3,000 perpetual adoration 
chapels worldwide. 

PAVILION ‘E2’:

Mons. David-Maria Jaeger, OFM, Judge of the Rota Ro-
mana (Italy): The Holy Land, land of the Eucharist
David-Maria Jaeger grew up in a Jewish middle-class family 
in Tel Aviv. He is now a judge of the Rota Romana, the highest 
court of appeal in the Church. After his high school educa-
tion, he lived in seclusion for six years, underwent a radical 
change of faith and converted to Christianity. He spent two 
decades as a Vatican legal adviser in diplomatic negotiations 
with Israel. David still thinks fondly of Israel today.

LUNCH BREAK 12:30 On this day, the Hungexpo programme ends after 
lunch. All are welcome to attend the Holy Masses at 

the parishes of Budapest.
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Holy masses at the parishes of Budapest

Wednesday, 8 September 2021 17:00

In the framework of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress, the parishes of 
Budapest will welcome pilgrims from the universal Church. After the early evening 
masses, each parish will host a small cultural prog-
ramme for its guests. Perhaps it is this afternoon in 
the week-long series of events that best expresses 
the Pentecostal spirit, the experience of becoming 
brothers and sisters despite our 
diversity through the Eucharist.

1. Holy Angels Church
language: Italian
chief celebrant: Cardinal Robert Sarah 

The Cardinal of Guinea is a strong advocate and defender of traditional Catholic 
teaching. At the age of eleven, he declared that he would dedicate his life to the 
service of God. He was ordained a priest in 1969. 

1112 Budapest, Gazdagréti út 14.
directions: tram: 4, 6, 17, 61 metro: 2 bus: 5, 39, 102, 128, 129

2. Sacred Heart Church of Városmajor
language: Spanish 

1122 Budapest, Csaba u. 5.
directions: bus 4V, 6V, 17V, 61V, M2, 5, 39, 102, 128, 129

3. St. Elizabeth of Hungary Church
language: French | chief celebrant: Archbishop Jérome Beau

He began his studies at medical school and then chose the priestly vocation. He was 
auxiliary bishop of Paris and served, among other places, in the Cathedral of Notre- 
Dame. He was also diocesan chaplain of the Eucharistic Youth Movement. He also 
served as Rector of the Paris Seminary. In 2018 he was appointed Archbishop of 
Bourges by Pope Francis. In addition to his academic work, he has done a great deal 
to restore the credibility of the French Church, and has been involved in the work 
of the body that initiated a dialogue with previously hidden priestly children.

1074 Budapest, Rózsák tere 8. 
directions: trolleybus 73M, 74, 75, 76, 79M, bus 5, 7, 110, 112, 178

Musical service: Peter Pejtsik: Budapest Mass. With the participation of the Hungari-
an State Opera Orchestra.
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4. St. Imre Church
language: German | chief celebrant: S.E.R. Bishop Ägidius Johann Zsifkovics

The Bishop of the Diocese of Eisenstadt has a special ministry, being the pastor of 
a community of German, Croatian and Hungarian believers at the same time. 
Ordained priest in 1987, he was 
previously the secretary to the Austrian 
Bishops’ Conference.

The musical service is led by 
choirmaster Tamás Csányi.

1114 Budapest, Villányi út 25.
directions: metro: 4, tram: 6, 17, 19, 

47, 49, 56, 61, bus: 7, 27, 114, 213, 214

5. Matthias Church
language: Hungarian | chief celebrant: Balázs Bábel Archbishop of Kalocsa-Kecskemét

This year the Archbishop of Kalocsa-Kecskemét and Metropolitan, Balázs Bábel, 
celebrated the 45th anniversary of his ordination, serving in the second oldest Hun-
garian diocese after Esztergom, founded by St Stephen. For many years he was 
involved in raising generations of priests at the Central Seminary. He professes: 
“Throughout history, the vessel of the Church has been through many storms. Now, 
in the 21st century, it is still being tossed around by great waves, but we have two 
thousand years of experience, as the Fathers of the Church said of the vessel: it is 
tossed around on the waves, but it never sinks.”

1014 Budapest, Szentháromság tér 2.
directions: bus 16, 16A, 116

6. St. Joseph’s Church
language: Slovak | chief celebrant: Archbishop Bernard Bober

The Archbishop-Metropolitan of Košice seeks cross-border dialogue. He placed the 
relic of Blessed Anna Kolesárová on the Missionary Cross of the Congress. The mar-
tyrs of Košice are also present on this cross. On the 400th anniversary of their deaths, 
the Archbishop highlighted in his sermon: “None of the three saintly martyrs of 
Košice was of Slovak descent. All three came from different cultural backgrounds: 
Márk Kőrösi was born in what is now Croatia, Menyhért Grodecz in Poland and 
István Pongrác in Transylvania. They were martyred in Košice, and were thus consi- 
dered to be »one of the locals of Košice«. Their common faith made them brothers, 
and this is another example of the supranationality of the Catholic Church.”
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Music will be provided by organist Katalin Mali, the Ozvena Budapest Slovak Choir 
and the Cultural Association for Pilisszentkereszt, led by Levente Galda.

1082 Budapest, Horváth Mihály tér 7.
directions: tram: 4, 6, bus: 9, trolleybus 72M, 83

7. Church of Hungarian Saints
language: English | chief celebrant: Archbishop Gabriel Charles Palmer-Buckle

The Archbishop of Cape Coast, Ghana, is using every means at his disposal to evan-
gelise. This includes reggae, as the Archbishop is a great admirer of Bob Marley. 
The Archbishop himself sings his songs. Besides his church ministry, he is openly 
involved in public life in Ghana. 

The Mass will include: György Orbán: Mass XI Contributors: Officina Mariae Choir, 
Erdődy Chamber Orchestra, Alíz Ballabás – vocals. Concertmaster: Zsolt Szefcsik
conductor: András Déri.

1117 Budapest, Magyar Tudósok körútja 1.
directions: tram: 4, 6 bus: 212, 153, 154

8. St. Anne Church
language: Romanian | chief celebrant: Archbishop Aurel Percă

The Archbishop of Bucharest was born and raised in the 
diocese of Iași, and was ordained a priest by Bishop 
Antal Jakab in 1979. During the forty years of his 
priesthood, he has held a number of pastoral and 
leadership positions.

1011 Budapest, Batthyány tér 7.
directions: metro: 2, HÉV: 5, tram: 17, 19, 41, 56, 
bus: 39, 109, 11, 111
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9. Budapest Inner-City Church of Our Lady of the Assumption
language: English | chief celebrant: Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald

He was twelve years old when he joined the Missionaries of Africa. His experience 
in Africa has made him one of the most respected experts on Islam and the Koran 
in the Vatican. In 1992 he became the bishop and in 2002 the archbishop of Nefta, 
Tunisia. Since his retirement he has been serving in Liverpool.

Musical service: English folk songs with organ accompaniment, in collaboration 
with Csaba Ujvári. Also playing the organ are organist Zsolt Máté Mészáros and 
organist János Erdődy.

1056 Budapest, Március 15. tér
directions: metro: 2, 3, tram: 2, 2M, bus: 5, 7, 8E, 15, 115, 105, 108E, 110, 110E, 112, 

133E, 178

10. St. Anthony of Padua Church in Zugló
language: Polish

1145 Budapest, Bosnyák u. 26.
directions: tram: 3, 62, 62A, 69, bus: 7, 7E, 8E, 32, 108E, 110, 110E, 112, 133E

11. St. Ladislaus Church of Angyalföld 
language: Portuguese

1139 Budapest, Béke tér 1/a,
directions: metro: 2, 3, tram: 2, 2M, 4, 6, trolleybus: 83, bus: 15, 115

12. St. Stephen’s Basilica  
Byzantine Rite Divine Liturgy

One of the important missions of the International Eucharistic Congress is to con-
nect in the Blessed Sacrament. An important step in which is the is the Greek Eas-
tern Liturgy, presented by the Melkite Patriarch in St. Stephen’s Basilica. The event 
will be attended by a number of ecclesiastical dignitaries, including Metropolitan 
Fülöp Kocsis of Hajdúdorog.

The liturgy will be broadcast on a projector in St. Stephen’s Square, and IEC volun-
teers will be on hand to help pilgrims find their way around. 

at 
16:00! 
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chief celebrant: His Beatitude Youssef Absi 

“We are the children and grandchildren of the ancient 
Church of Antioch, which spread the Christian faith not 
only in the Middle East but throughout the West”, - is how 
Greek Melkite Antiochian Patriarch Youssef Absi intro-
duced the community he has led since 2017. Melkites living 
in Syria, Lebanon and Palestine have made many sacrifices 

to preserve their faith. After the Turkish oppression, their existence was threatened 
by the Middle Eastern wars of recent decades. Despite persecution and displace-
ment, the Patriarch says: “We will persevere always, in the land where God created 
us, to bear witness to the whole world. Whatever the cost, we will hold fast to our 
faith.” 

1051 Budapest, Szent István tér 1.
directions: metro: 1, 2, 3, tram: 2, 2M, trolleybus: 72M, 73M, bus: 15, 115, 16, 105, 

178

1. Holy Angels Church
2. Sacred Heart Church of Városmajor
3. St. Elizabeth of Hungary Church
4. St. Imre Church
5. Matthias Church
6. St. Joseph’s Church
7. Church of Hungarian Saints

8. St. Anne Church
9. Budapest Inner-City Church of Our 

Lady of the Assumption
10. St. Anthony of Padua Church in 

Zugló
11. St. Ladislaus Church of Angyalföld 
12. St. Stephen’s Basilica
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Concert of the 100-member Budapest Gypsy 
Symphony Orchestra

Wednesday, 8 September 2021 20:00 
Erkel Theatre

In 1985, at the funeral of the eminent Gypsy violinist Sándor Járóka Sr., hundreds of 
artists said farewell with a joint musical performance. The idea was then born that 
these many great musicians had a common mission: in addition to the preservation 
and presentation of traditional Hungarian Gypsy music, Hungarian songs and folk 
treasures, the promotion of the works of Hungarian and foreign classical composers. 
The 100-member Budapest Gypsy Symphony Orchestra, which will perform in the 
music programme of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress, is the only classi-
cal symphony orchestra in the world that has been in existence for thirty-six years. 
But they are much more than a musical ensemble, they are a bridge between people 
and cultures through their art and unique sound. 

Tickets are not available at the venue.
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Thursday 9 September 2021 – Day of Hope

GATE OPENING 7:00

LAUDS 8:45

Chief Celebrant: S.E.R. Stanislav Zvolenský, Arch- 
bishop-Metropolitan of the Archdiocese of Bratislava, 
President of the Slovak Bishops’ Conference (Slovakia)
Before his consecration as bishop, asked the following in 
order to be a good pastor: “First of all, I would like to talk 
to the priests who work in the parishes where there are 
believers of Hungarian nationality, and I want to hear what 
they would consider important for me in order to be a good 

bishop for the believers of Hungarian nationality. I see this as an initial starting 
point.” 

Musical service: Community of the Beatitudes
Community of the Beatitudes is a contemplative and apostolic community. It was 
founded in France in 1973 in the spirit of the Second Vatican Council and the 
Catholic charismatic renewal. By inviting believers from different walks of life – 
sanctified, married or single lay people, priests, deacons – into a single community, 
the community represents the unity and diversity of God’s people. The richness of 
the Eight Beatitudes Community lies in the fact that its diverse members share the 
same charisma, spirituality and mission in a single institution with a single legal 
personality.

CATECHESIS 9:30

Cardinal John Onaiyekan, retired Archbishop of Abuja 
(Nigeria)
The first Archbishop of Abuja played a decisive role in pre-
venting the establishment of a dictatorial regime in Nigeria. 
As a church leader, he defends the Christian community 
facing economic hardship and attacks by extremist Islamic 
terrorist organisations. The Cardinal warns against simpli-
fying events in Nigeria into a Muslim-Christian conflict: 

“The victims include Christians and Muslims alike, and each bomb that is detonated 
not only has a terrible physical impact on the ground, but also poisons society and 
reinforces the image of the struggle between Christianity and Islam worldwide. 
This could be fatal, so we must work with all our might to open a dialogue.” 
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Cultural programme: Ádám Sárközi – double bass
The 16-year-old Ádám Sárközi is a student at the Leó Weiner Catholic Music School 
and Secondary Music School . He has often been successful in national and inter-
national competitions, and can boast many first places. In 2020, he also appeared on 
the Virtuózok talent show. 

TESTIMONY 10:30
Mary Healy, biblical theologian (USA):
For more information about Mary Healy, 
see Monday’s workshops.

BREAK 11:00

HOLY MASS 11:30

Chief Celebrant: S.E.R. Alfredo José Espinoza Mateus, 
Archbishop of Quito (Ecuador)
In 2019, Pope Francis appointed Alfredo Espinoza Mateus 
Archbishop of Quito, Ecuador. Six years earlier, the Holy 
Father also appointed him Bishop of Loja. He entered the 
Salesian order at the age of 20 and studied philosophy, 
theology and education. He has held various posts in the 
Salesian educational system. The next 53rd International 

Eucharistic Congress will be held in Quito.

During this Mass, the movements of the ‘Le Devleske’ mass will be performed in 
Lovari language.

The full text of the Bible was translated and published in Romani only a few years 
ago. The main parts of the Mass, which are also sung by the people, are now sung 
in an authentic musical setting in a special composition written for the occasion, 
for the first time ever in a live liturgical setting. The newly translated Mass text has 
been approved by Pope Francis himself. The work is based on gypsy vocals and 
instrumental gypsy music. Music creates a true bridge between men, regardless of 
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origin, proclaiming man’s historical, intellectual and spiritual identity. This music 
belongs not only to the Roma minority, but to all people who know how much Eu-
ropean minorities have gone through in the course of history, together with their 
fellow human beings, forming a community.

Contributors:
Composer: Patrik Gergő Oláh. Contributors: GRAZIOSO Chamber Orchestra – the 
Chamber Orchestra of the Hungarian National Philharmonic Orchestra, the Inner 
City Franciscan Choir, Rózsa Farkas cymbal player. Soloists: Nikoletta Szőke and 
Nikolas Takács. Conductor: Alpaslan Ertüngealp.

The choir of the Kodály Zoltán Hungarian Choir School and the Budapest Strings 
Chamber Orchestra participate in the various parts of the Holy Mass.

LUNCH BREAK 12:30

WORKSHOPS 14:30-15:30

PAVILION ‘A’:

S.E.R. János Székely, Bishop of Szombathely and the 
“Boldog Caferino” Institute (Hungary): We are one bread, 
one body 
For more information about Bishop János Székely, see 
Wednesday’s workshops.

PAVILION ‘B’:

S.E.R. Joseph Pamplany, Auxiliary Bishop of the Arch-
diocese of Tellicherry (India): The situation of the Syro-
Malabar Church in the light of the Eucharist 
Joseph Pamplany was born in 1969 in a family of seven 
children and ordained priest in 1997. He studied theology 
in Leuven and obtained his doctorate in 2001. He is a tea-
cher and author of several books. He was ordained bishop  
in 2017. He pays great attention to the evangelisation of 
young people, developing and introducing new pastoral 

methods. He is the founding director of the Alpha Theological Institute and a visit-
ing professor at several universities.
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PAVILION ‘E1’:

Cardinal Jean-Claude Hollerich, Archbishop of 
Luxembourg and Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco, President 
of the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences (Italy): 
Eucharist, evangelisation and social commitment in Europe 
Jean-Claude Hollerich is a Jesuit monk. Ordained priest in 
1990, and Archbishop of Luxembourg in 2011. In the wake 
of the terrorist attacks in Europe, he said that anger is be-
ing directed at the continent because “Europe is showing 

the world that fanaticism is pointless”. He described the old continent as a continent 
where very different peoples can live together and agree on common values.

“Heavyweight spiritual boxing champion” is how one 
church historian described Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco, 
who is the head of the Italian Bishops’ Conference. In 
one of his sermons, the former Archbishop of Genoa com-
pared the epidemic situation to an experience he had as 
a child: “When I was a boy, while waiting for dinner, I used 
to play on the war rubble in one of the streets. I called out 
from the street, and my mother opened the door and called 
my name, afraid I would get lost in the dark stairwell. I fol-

lowed her voice to the fourth floor, where my mother grabbed my arm and hugged 
me. This is now the dark stairwell of our lives. God’s soothing voice and open arms 
guide us.”
 
PAVILION ‘E2’:

S.E.R. Massimo Camisasca, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Reggio Emilia-Guastalla (Italy): The martyrdom of Italian 
priests after World War II
Massimo Camisasca was a student of Berchet High School, 
where his teacher, the theologian and pastor Luigi Guis-
sani, left a lifelong impression on him. He then joined the 
Catholic spirituality movement Communione e Liberazi-
one, of which he later became leader. In 1985, he founded 

the Priestly Fraternity of the Missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo. He is the author 
of 50 books and is known for his receptivity to the arts, his brilliant teaching and 
his tireless priestly ministry.



73

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for communities
Thursday 9 September 2021 
19:00-21:00
St Stephen’s Basilica

One of the main objectives of the Eucharistic 
Congress is to focus attention on Jesus present 
in the Blessed Sacrament, to praise and adore 
Him. Together with members of the major 
communities and spiritual movements in the 

country, we invite everyone to a two-hour Eucharistic Adoration on 9 September in 
St Stephen’s Basilica. We will pray with hymns in Hungarian and foreign languages 
chosen by the communities and read scripture. The hymns will include traditional 
Gregorian chants, Taizé songs and popular praise or contemplative hymns from 
recent years. The choir of forty and the orchestra of twenty-five musicians who will 
provide the music service will also be made up of members of the communities.
There are other ways to encounter Jesus this evening, namely in the sacrament of 
reconciliation. During the celebration of the sacrament, there will be opportunities 
to hear confessions in Hungarian and other languages in the basilica, in the altar 
church and outside the basilica. No pre-registration is required for the adoration of 
the blessed sacrament for communities, everyone is welcome!

Concert of the Patriarchal Choir of Moscow 
Thursday 9 September 2021 19:30 
Liszt Ferenc Academy of Music

A choir with a mission. The Orthodox Russian Patriar-
chate Choir of Moscow was founded in the early 1980s 
by singers from the Trinity Lavra of St. Sergius monas-
tery near the Russian capital. The founder, the theologi-
an-musicologist Anatoly Grindenko, and his singers set 
out to explore and present to the public the traditional 
melodies and original sounds of ancient Russian church 
music. The choir has toured Europe and even performed 
in the USA. We have had the opportunity to hear their 
performances in Hungary on several occasions. At the International Eucharistic 
Congress, in addition to their own repertoire, they will perform the major Choir 
Concerto by Alfred Schnittke and works by Rachmaninov with artists from the 
Moscow State Academic Choir. Through the pieces included in their programme, 
you can discover the special world of Orthodox church music. The Orthodox Rus-
sian Patriarchate Choir of Moscow has enjoyed worldwide acclaim for its uniquely 
archaic, pure sound. Tickets are not available at the venue.
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Friday 10 September 2021 – Day of Faith

GATE OPENING 07:00

LAUDS 08:45 

Chief Celebrant: S.E.R. Cardinal Josip Bozanić, 
Archbishop of Zagreb (Croatia)
Croatian Cardinal Josip Bozanic, speaking at a ceremony 
in front of St Stephen’s Basilica on 20 August 2016 about 
the common trials of Hungary and Croatia, recalled the 
period of communism, adding that the two peoples share 
not only suffering but also values and “the testimony of 
the saints”.  He stressed that authentic European culture is 

born of evangelical mercy.

Musical service: Benedictine Order
Under the leadership of the Abbot, monks who follow the Rule of St. Benedict live 
a radical Christian life, embracing the evangelical counsels. Liturgy (prayer in com-
munity), lectio divina (readings for spiritual edification) and work form the frame-
work of their lives. This spirituality is preserved in the Benedictine monasteries 
of Pannonhalma, Bakonybél, Budapest, Tihany, Győr and Tiszaújfalu in Hungary, 
which welcome those who wish to pray.

CATECHESIS 09:30 

Cardinal Dominik Duka, Archbishop of 
the Archdiocese of Prague (Czech Republic)
“I was overwhelmed by the desire to become a priest who is 
not afraid to speak the truth and who draws inner strength 
from the unique example of the Lord Jesus Christ”, - recalls 
Dominik Duka, who received his vocation at the age of 
14. The cardinal endured decades of communist dictator-
ship. His father was imprisoned for his anti-establishment  
activities. He secretly joined the illegal Dominican Order. 

He was ordained a priest at the age of 27, but his licence was revoked by the state. 
He secretly taught theology, for which he was imprisoned. After the change of the  
regime, he was appointed bishop, then archbishop in 2010, and in 2012 Pope Benedict  
XVI made him a cardinal. 
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Cultural programme: Ferenc Cakó – sand animation artist
His amateur animated films have won the National Amateur Film Festival several 
times, and he worked as a designer-director at Pannónia Film Studio. His name is 
associated with Sebaj Tóbiás (Never Mind, Tobias). 
He created the world’s first live sand animation performance. He has written,  
designed, directed and produced his own sand animation films, which enjoy great 
success at international film festivals. He is a Notable and Distinguished Artist and 
has received the Lifetime Achievement Award at the Valencia International Film Festival. 

TESTIMONY 10:30 

János Áder, President of the Republic of Hungary 
(Hungary)
He became involved in Hungarian politics in the years be-
fore the regime change and has been playing an important 
role ever since. He has held his position as the head of the 
state since 2012. He chaired the social committee tasked 
with preparing the International Eucharistic Congress in 
Budapest. He is the author of the book “Looking to the Sky 
– Gods Presence in Hungarian Poetry”. At the suggestion of 

his vocal coach, he practised poems, including poems on God, which have become 
a defining experience in his life. 

BREAK 11:00 

HOLY MASS 11:30

Chief Celebrant: Cardinal Jean-Claude Hollerich,  
Cardinal of Luxembourg
For more information on Cardinal Hollerich,  
see Thursday’s facultations.

The Budapest Mass is based on Jewish-style melodies, but in Latin. Its sound em-
braces the traditions of classical church music, the soothing melody and bouncy 
rhythms of Klezmer and Yiddish music, but also appeals to the symphonic film mu-
sic tastes of today’s listener. This Mass is a symbolic expression of the Church’s fide- 
lity to its roots, its welcoming love and its message to contemporary society. 
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It also rhymes with the motto of the Eucharistic Congress: “all my springs are in you.”  
In this way, it draws our attention to the person of Jesus Christ. The composer of 
the work is Péter Pejtsik, whose life’s work combines the music of neighbouring 
and distant peoples and cultures, and a variety of styles from classical to progressive 
rock music, into a sound that is both contemporary and timeless. His musical cre-
do is that the boundaries between ‘classical’ and ‘popular’ are not at all where you 
might think they are.
Contributors: Judit Andrejszki – vocals, The Hungarian State Opera Orchestra 
and the Voicestation choir. Conductor: Péter Pejtsik. The choir of the Zoltán Kodály 
Hungarian Choir School will sing the varying parts of the Mass.

LUNCH BREAK 12:30 

WORKSHOPS 14:30-15:30

PAVILION ‘A’:

Etienne Vető, member of the Chemin Neuf Community, 
Advisor of the Centre for the Study of Jewish–Christian 
Relations (Italy): Eucharist, Jewish liturgy and the mystery of 
Israel 
Etienne Vető teaches dogmatic theology and ecumenism at 
the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. He is also di-
rector of the Hebrew Studies Centre named after “Cardinal 
Bea” and advisor to the Centre for Study of Jewish-Chris-

tian Relations. The cornerstone of his work is to promote friendship and apprecia-
tion between today’s Catholic and Jewish communities. Etienne Vető is committed 
to serving young people and married couples, and is a member of the Chemin Neuf 
Community, which you can read more about in Tuesday’s lauds.
 
PAVILION ‘B’:

Mons. Andrea Dellatorre, Georg Schwartz and the  
Cenacolo Community: From darkness to light –  
the Eucharist is the remedy for freedom. Testimony of former 
drug addicted young people who encountered the Eucharist.
Georg Schwarz himself rebuilt his life with the support 
of the Cenacolo Community. Cenacolo does not see itself 
as a therapy institution, but as a self-help ‘school of life’ 
based on Christian values. The cure is the community it-

self. Prayer is central to the lives of its beneficiaries, alongside work and true friend-
ship. The Cenacolo community currently has more than sixty houses in eighteen 
countries. Georg Schwarz has gone from being a former sponsee to a sponsor, now 
helping young people to heal and start their lives anew.
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PAVILION ‘E1’:

Cardinal Baltazar Cardozo, Archbishop of Merida 
(Venezuela): Saints among God’s people and in the world, the 
calling of lay believers to holiness 
Venezuela, a country at war without war, is facing serious 
economic problems and has a social system that has vir-
tually collapsed. In this desperate situation, the Church is 
helping people who are physically and spiritually broken 
and have nothing left because of the regime that is starving 

the country. In the midst of Venezuela’s crisis, Archbishop Cardozo never fails to 
advocate for the fallen.

PAVILION ‘E2’:

Cardinal Andrew Yeom Soo-jung, Archbishop of Seoul 
(South Korea): The situation of Christians in Korea 
Andrew Yeom Soo-jung was appointed Archbishop of 
Seoul in 2012, and two years later was promoted to the 
rank of Cardinal. He is the first Catholic leader who has 
travelled to North Korea. The Cardinal is committed to 
peaceful dialogue between the two Koreas. He opened 
a soup kitchen for the needy in Seoul, often participating 
in the food distribution himself. 
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Ákos concert and “Forráspont” (Springtide)  
Youth Evening

Friday 10 September 2021, 19:00 - 22:30
László Papp Budapest Sports Arena 
1143 Budapest, Stefánia út 2

Gate opening: 17:30
Language of the event: Hungarian, English. 

What is “Forráspont”? 
An opportunity to meet each other and Jesus who remains with us in the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

For the third year running, the International Eucharistic Congress invites young 
people aged between 15 to 30 to its “Forráspont” youth programme event, which 
this year begins with a concert by Ákos. A real recharge with musical worship 
– led by the Forráspont Band with Márton Vizy and the 4 Chords Show Choir – 
testimonies, sacramental prayer, visual and acoustic experiences.

For this occasion, Ákos will select from his songs centred around God, faith and love.

The evening will be hosted by Kati Kállay and Márton Tóth. 

Guests:
Sophia Kuby (Germany)
Sophie Kuby, leader of the European Dignity Watch, one of the best known pro-life 
and pro-family organisations in Europe, whose conversion was significantly influ-
enced by the Eucharist.
Róbert Proszenyák (Hungary)
Coordinator of the Fathers’ Prayers community in Hungary. He fell into a coma at 
a young age. What did he experience in this state? You can find out at “Forráspont”. 
All we can tell you is that after waking up, he urgently wanted to be baptised.
Ferenc Palánki (Hungary)
County Bishop of Debrecen-Nyíregyháza, youth adviser of the Hungarian Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference.

- and of course our perpetual host: Jesus Christ!
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Interpretation

The event will be held in Hungarian and English on stage, no radio interpretation 
will be provided.

Technical information

The László Papp Budapest Sports Arena is cash free (except for the cloakroom), and 
only credit and debit cards are accepted at its buffets.
The cloakroom fee is HUF 300 (cash payment only).

Access, parking

Public transport
As with other events, we recommend using public transport to reach the event 
area.

Metro: M2 (Puskás Ferenc Stadion stop)
Tram: 1 (Puskás Ferenc Stadion stop)
Bus: 30, 95 
Trolleybus: 75, 80

Vehicle
For those arriving by car, the car park of the Lász-
ló Papp Budapest Sports Arena has almost 700 
parking spaces (entry from Ifjúság útja). Parking 
during the event costs HUF 1,500/occasion. 

Unobstructed access

Unobstructed access when arriving by car is provided via the lifts in stairwells 
2 and 3 of the László Papp Budapest Sports Arena car park, and from public trans-
port stops via the M2 Hungária körút exit (a lift is located at the Ifjúság út exit). 

Security

The programme is subject to the current government regulations, epidemiological 
rules and the IEC Safety Regulations. 
 
Tickets cannot be purchased on site. 
We reserve the right to change the venue and programme.
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Eucharistic Symphony 

P. Armando Pierucci OFM 

Friday, 10 September 2021 19:30
Liszt Ferenc Academy of Music

The symphony draws on the traditional music of the twelve Christian churches  
living side by side in Jerusalem, with passages usually sung in the Eucharistic liturgy.  
These inspired the twelve movements of the symphony. 

The result is a piece of music that, while having Western characteristics, enters into 
dialogue with different cultures and eras, including ancient Armenian, Byzantine, 
Syriac-Aramaic, Ethiopian, Coptic and Chaldean musical traditions. The sympho-
ny also incorporates musical modalities that are now only preserved in Eastern 
traditions. In order to preserve the liturgical authenticity of the original music, the 
movements begin with a cappella performances of melodies preserved intact in 
the Eastern churches by twelve singers representing each religion, followed by an 
orchestra and choir to unfold the theme.

The interplay of the different ecclesiastical traditions gives the symphony not only 
a very unique musical sound, but also a deep spirituality. 

Conductor: András Virágh 
Soloists: Zoltán Megyesi – tenor and Kinga Sirákné Kemény - soprano.

Contributing:
Budapest Strings, concert master: János Pilz, artistic director: Károly Botvay
Saint Ephraim Choir, artistic director: Tamás Bubnó 
Saint Angela Choir, conductor: Dr Gabriella Semjénné Menus
and the representatives of the 12 Christian churches, including guests from the 
Holy Land 
 

Tickets are available at the Music Academy Ticket Office and at www.jegy.hu.
Information: www.zeneakademia.hu, www.ferencesek.hu 
Director: Franciscan Province of Our Lady of Hungary 
Donations will be made to the Magnificat Institute of Music of the Franciscan Custody of 
the Holy Land.
Tickets are not available at the venue.
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Family Day

Saturday 11 September 2021 10:00 - 15:00
Margaret Island, Lower Nagyrét

Organizers: 
Families in Jesus Community  
Catholic Social Days  

It is a great pleasure to be able to organise this major event at a time when families 
and fathers are receiving special attention. Pope Francis, on the 5th anniversary of the 
publication of the Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia, proclaimed a year dedicated 
to the family and the Year of St Joseph, which focuses on fathers, is still ongoing.

As the organisers of the IEC Family Day, we want the Apostle Paul’s exhortation 
to define the spirituality of this time together: “I have become all things to all men, 
that I may save all men” (1 Cor 9:22): we invite and welcome all people of good will 
to the event.

The Family Day activities will take place on stages and in tents. The performers on 
the stages, the invited guests, will talk about their faith and their encounter with 
God. This spiritual dimension is what distinguishes the IEC Family Day from other  
similar events. Participation in the programmes is therefore also a testimony: a  
testimony for God, the Church, marriage and the family, a testimony for the  
preservation of the created world. More than 70 tents will offer crafts, sports, 
spiritual talks, confessions, intercessory prayer and many other activities for all 
ages, organised by monastic orders, communities and other support organisations.

During the last half hour of the programme, a drone photo will be taken from 
the air of the Eucharist, formed by the participants, and everyone is welcome to  
participate. You can also find out the venue of the 2022 KATTÁRS at the Family Day.

After the event, we will march together to Kossuth Square, led by County Bishop 
János Székely, for the festive Holy Mass. 

For more details, visit the IEC Family Day website and the KATTÁRS Facebook 
page! 

www.nekcsaladinap.hu
Facebook: Katolikus Társadalmi Napok (available only in Hungarian)
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Performers on the big stage: 
• Ági Szalóki
• Hajdú Dance Ensemble from 

Debrecen
• Kaláka
• András Berecz
• Misztrál ensemble
• Magidom ensemble
• Robi Bérczesi
• Worship concert  

(Eucharist orchestra, Béla Pintér, 
László Prazsák, Misi Mező, László 
Csiszér, Jenő Sillye)

Performers of the chamber stage:
• Dr. Csaba Nemes: One Earth, One 

Bread – Laudato si’ in everyday life
• Father Zoltán Orsós and Erika 

Liszli – Cappuccino programme
• Pál Oberfrank
• András Hodász
• Irish Coffee band
• Archbishop of Eger Boys Choir
• Balázs Bolyki and the B4
• dr. András Csókay
• Flamma Cordis violin duo
• Shalom community

In the discussion tent the following 
exciting topics will be discussed:

• What is creation protection? – 
Good practices in everyday life

• Topics in a relationship
•  Discussion with monks about the 

monastic vocation
• Introduction of the Christian 

Roma Colleges Network 

Transport:

Car:
By car, the island is only accessible up to 
the pay car park on the side of the Árpád 
Bridge. By car, it is recommended to stop 
at the Pest side of the Árpád Bridge, from 
where a special shuttle bus will take you 
to the venue. It is recommended to arrive 
to the island by public transport.

Public transport:
tram 4/6: Margaret Island/Margit Bridge stop, (Margitsziget / Margit-híd)
bus 26: Parkmozi köz stop

Meet each other, 
meet Jesus!
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Holy Mass and Eucharistic procession in the Kossuth 
Square
Saturday, 11 September 2021 
Kossuth Lajos Square – Heroes’ Square

The highlight of the 52nd International Eucharistic Cong- 
ress in Budapest will be the Holy Mass in front of the 
Parliament, one of the symbols of Budapest and Hungary, 
celebrated by Cardinal Péter Erdő, Primate, Archbishop of 
Esztergom and Budapest. Prior to the Mass, His Holiness 
Bartholomew I, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, 
will deliver a solemn homily. The event will be attended by 
distinguished ecclesiastical and state dignitaries. The Holy 

Mass in Kossuth Square is also a National Meeting of Altar Servers, with young 
people coming from all dioceses. During the Mass, the Eucharistic procession will 
take the altar sacrament to Heroes’ Square, where the pilgrims will receive a sacra-
mental blessing.

Cardinal Péter Erdő, Archbishop of  
Esztergom and Budapest, Primate of Hungary 
After his ordination in 1975, he obtained a doctorate in the-
ology and canon law. He was acting rector of the Pontifical 
Hungarian Institute in Rome and later rector of Pázmány 
Péter Catholic University. He was consecrated bishop by 
Pope John Paul II on 6 January 2000 in St. Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome. Since 1986 he has been Secretary of the Ecclesiastical 

Law Committee of the Hungarian Catholic Bishops’ Conference, and since 1999 he has 
been its President. His academic and literary activities have resulted in more than 200 
studies and 20 volumes on canon law and medieval canon law history. In 2002 the Holy 
Father appointed him Archbishop of Esztergom and Budapest, Primate of Hungary.

Programme 
14:00  Opening of the gates, beginning of the admission 
  Opening programme 
17:00  Holy Mass 
  Procession 
21:00  Expected arrival at Heroes’ Square, closing communion

Music will be provided by the Teachers’ Choir and the St. Cecilia Choir of the Ca-
thedral Choir School of Vác and the Central Orchestra of the Hungarian Defence 
Forces. The choir school was founded by Father László Varga, diocesan music direc-
tor and artistic director of the school.
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The St. Cecilia Choir, which has been singing in the liturgy of the Episcopal Cathed- 
ral since 1955, is now one of the highest quality and largest choirs in the country, 
having received Pro Urbe and Nívó awards.

The Central Orchestra of the Hungarian Defence Forces is one of the most pro-
fessional brass ensembles in Hungarian military music, representing the cultural  
values and military traditions of the Hungarian Defence Forces. The orchestra’s high 
quality professional work is proven by the thanks and medals it has received from 
Hungarian and foreign state and military leaders. A harmonious duality of unbroken 
tradition and continuous renewal has characterised the history of the band for more 
than one hundred and ten years. Its repertoire is diverse, ranging from traditional 
wind music to contemporary modern music and popular music. The conductor is 
Lieutenant Colonel Imre Szabó and the assistant conductor is Major András Major.

The Central Orchestra will be conducted by Colonel Zsolt Csizmadia, MH Chief 
Conductor and Canon László Varga, Catholic priest at the Kossuth Square Mass.

Kossuth square

Pilgrims can fill the streets (marked with dark grey) in the order of arrival. There 
will be a number of volunteers throughout the event to help pilgrims find their way 
around, so please feel free to contact them!
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Interpretation 
Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in the six languages of the Congress: 
English, German, French, Italian, Spanish, Hungarian and Italian. You can follow 
the interpretation on the radio frequencies indicated on the back cover, which you 
can access via FM radio or the radio app on your smartphone.

Sign interpretation will be provided in the accessible sector.

Communion 
The communicants will be accompanied by volunteers with white flags. Please take 
the Eucharist at the communion point nearest to you!

Security 
The Congress security rules apply to the event and can be found in the Security 
Information section.

Access
Pilgrims are welcome to the Holy Mass from Szabadság Square, Bajcsy-Zsilinszky 
Road, Szent István Boulevard. The lower embankment of Pest will be closed, there 
is no access to the square and its surroundings.

Please note that there may be periods in the M2 metro timetable when the metro 
will not stop at Kossuth Square due to the event. Please follow the passenger infor-
mation for this! 

Tram No. 2, trolleybuses No. 70 and 78, and buses No. 15 and 115 will run on short-
ened routes, and you will have to walk to the square and its immediate area due to 
the closures.

Unobstructed access
There is a special accessible section for pilgrims with various disabilities. Access 
is subject to pre-registration, to find the sector please follow the directions on the 
admission ticket.
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Eucharistic Candle Procession

The procession will take place within the 
framework of the Holy Mass, following the 
prayer after Holy Communion, and will be 
led by volunteers and on-site security staff. 
The procession is led by the altar servers, the 
Blessed Sacrament, then the clergy, followed 
by representatives of monastic orders, knightly 

orders, ecclesiastical and state guests of honour and scouts. The pilgrims are assisted 
by volunteers. On arrival at Heroes’ Square, Cardinal Péter Erdő, Primate of the Holy 
Mass, will give the closing prayer after the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, which 
will be broadcast on the screens on Andrássy Avenue and Kossuth Square.

The closing Eucharist in Heroes’ Square will be performed by the Don Bosco Choir 
of the University Church, the Hungarian Air Force Band of the Hungarian Defence 
Forces Veszprém and the Hungarian Defence Forces Székesfehérvár Garrison Band.
The Don Bosco Choir and Orchestra of the University Church was founded in 1975 
under the leadership of János Dauner, a Salesians monk. The ensemble includes mem-
bers of all ages and now has more than 100 members. The choir’s repertoire covers the 
celebrations of the Church Year and a wide range of European music history.

The MH Veszprém Air Force Orchestra and the MH Székesfehérvár Garrison Or-
chestra are part of the Fricsay Richárd Military Music Heritage Association, which 
has the important task of promoting Hungarian music culture and military music.

The route of the procession: Kossuth Square – Akadémia Street – Széchenyi Ist-
ván Square – József Attila Street – Andrássy Avenue - Heroes’ Square. The total 
route is about 3.5 km, the procession takes 2-2.5 hours.
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We will provide a limited number of candles for the procession, which will be 
distributed by volunteers in Kossuth Square and the surrounding streets.

When the Blessed Sacrament arrives at Heroes’ Square, the final blessing will take 
place. Please note that there is limited access to Heroes’ Square, so most pilgrims 
will be able to follow the closing blessing on projectors on Andrássy Avenue. 

In view of the large number of people, we ask you to pay close attention to each 
other!

Contributors of the opening programme

Gergő Dánielfy – singer, IEC herald
Diána Ürge-Vorsatz – physicist, climate scientist, IEC herald
Attila Dolhai and his daughter, Luca Dolhai – musician, actor, IEC herald
Read more about the IEC heralds in Our Heralds section.

Virtuózok
A Hungarian-based classical music talent show. Its format is unique, as it focuses 
on discovering young talents who play classical instruments or sing. The show 
provides development and promotion opportunities for the talents discovered. In  
recent years it has become a prominent Hungarian brand and movement.

Rajkó Orchestra
The Rajkó Orchestra was founded in 1952 by Pál Szigeti, director, and Gyula Farkas, 
artistic director and conductor, with the aim of creating opportunities for Roma 
youth from all over the country to cultivate and develop the traditions of Gypsy  
music. In 2009 and 2010, the Rajkó Orchestra performed twice in the Vatican 
in front of 70,000 people, where Pope Benedict XVI received the orchestra for a  
personal audience. The Vatican Radio broadcast a live concert in more than 100 
countries.

Talentum Artists’ Ensemble
For decades, the Talentum Artists’ Ensemble has been a professional artists’ en-
semble that has been preserving our folk traditions. Their choreography has been 
a huge success in Hungary and abroad. They present masterpieces by such out-
standing choreographers as Béla Szirmai, Tibor Somogyi, László Berzsenyi and 
Miklós Rábai.

We reserve the right to change the venue and programme.
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Statio Orbis – Solemn closing Mass with Pope Francis

Sunday, 12 September 2021
Heroes’ Square

The closing of the International Eucharistic Congress, the “statio orbis” Mass – the 
Holy Mass for the city and the world – is the most solemn event of the series. The 
liturgy will be presided over by Pope Francis, Supreme Pontiff of the Catholic 
Church. 
The Holy Father’s visit is emblematic, since it is 21 years since Pope John Paul II last 
attended the International Eucharistic Congress. Popes are represented at world 
events by envoys and usually greet pilgrims with video messages. An important 
moment of the closing event is when the host of the world event hands over the 
baton to the representatives of the next venue.  

Programme 
06:00 Opening of the gates 
09:00 Introductory programme
11:30 Statio Orbis Mass – Closing Mass of the 52nd International Eucharistic  
 Congress
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The music of the closing Mass will be provided by a choir of 2,000 and the Orchest-
ra of the Hungarian State Opera House. A special feature of the choir is that it has 
been assembled especially for this occasion from Hungarian Catholic choirs of the 
Carpathian Basin. Among the choirs there are a good number of communities that 
sing almost every Sunday in their own churches. 

The organisation, which took a year and a half, was carried out by Father László 
Varga, the central director of the Hungarian Cecilia Association (OMCE) and choir-
master of the Vác Cathedral.

Venue, admission

Pilgrims who have pre-registered will receive a valid ticket for a specific sector, 
indicating the entry point and the suggested access route. Please read the descrip-
tions and the displayed information carefully, and feel free to ask the volunteers at 
the venue for assistance.

Contributors to the introductory programme

Jazzation – a cappella group
Five singers, four albums, three ladies and two gentlemen in harmony: that’s Jaz-
zation. Based in Budapest, the a cappella group has already stolen the hearts of the 
judges at the most prestigious international competitions and returned home with 

Heroes’ Square
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first place. Jazzation’s main profile is jazz. The group also draws on folk music from 
around the world, and their virtuoso arrangements and original compositions are 
a huge success at home and abroad.

Gyöngyi Dani – Paralympian, IEC herald
Luca Ekler – parathlete, IEC herald
Csaba Pindroch – actor, IEC herald
Anna Kubik – actress, IEC herald
Sena Dagadu – singer, IEC herald
Gabi Tóth – singer, IEC herald

Read more about IEC’s heralds in Our Heralds chapter.

Zoltán Kodály: Te Deum of Buda Castle
Performed by the Choir and Orchestra of the Hungarian State Opera.
Solos will be sang by Erika Miklósa, Lúcia Megyesi Schwartz, Gergely Boncsér and 
András Palerdi. 
Conducted by Balázs Kocsár, chief music director of the Hungarian State Opera.

The Orchestra of the Hungarian State Opera
Not only was Ferenc Erkel an indispensable figure in the field of institutional opera 
in Hungary, but he was also responsible for the establishment of the first Hunga-
rian orchestra. The Opera Orchestra, which is over 180 years old, developed from 
the opera ensemble of the Hungarian Theatre of Pest (later the National Theatre), 
which had been operating since January 1838. They premiered Erkel’s first opera, 
Mária Bátori, and have been responsible for the vast majority of opera premieres in 
Hungary ever since.

The Choir of the Hungarian State Opera
The opening of the Hungarian Theatre of Pest in 1837 marked the beginning of Hun-
garian-language opera performances, for which Erkel felt it essential to establish 
a choir in addition to the orchestra. The choir, which had 81 members when the Ybl 
Palace was inaugurated on Andrássy út, now has more than 150 singers. The Choir 
of the Hungarian State Opera was voted the world’s best choir in 2016 by Bachtrack.
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Interpretation
We provide simultaneous interpretation at the event in the following languages: 
Hungarian, English, German, Italian, French, Spanish. The interpretation will be 
available on the appropriate radio frequencies, which can be found on the back 
cover of the programme booklet.

Sign interpretation will be provided in the accessible sector.

Liturgical booklet
The liturgical booklet contains the texts and hymns of the Holy Mass, allowing you 
to actively participate in the services. The document is available in the six languages 
of the Congress on the IEC2020 mobile application and can be downloaded from 
www.iec2020.hu. 

Communion
With the participation of hundreds of communicants, we will provide opportu-
nities for communion in all sectors. The communicants will be accompanied by 
volunteers with white flags.

Safety information
The general safety information can be found in the Safety Regulations chapter. Please 
note that there will be increased security checks at the closing Mass, and there will 
also be security screening in the pilgrim areas, which may significantly increase the 
entry time.

Access, parking
It is recommended to access the area of the event on foot or by public transport 
due to the significant traffic restrictions. For public transport routes and time- 
tables, please check the operators’ websites and passenger information. Parking is 
not possible at the event site. 

Unobstructed access
A special section will be provided for people with disabilities, where pre-registered 
persons will be allowed access. 

Toilets
Each sector of the event will have a mobile toilet, an accessible mobile toilet and 
a health point. Please follow the displayed signs.  
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Szent István Square Fair and Stage 

4-12 September 2021 10:00-21:00
Szent István Square

During the week of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress, the traditional  
St. Stephen’s Book Week will be held in St Stephen’s Square, where several dioceses 
and sacred exhibitors will present their activities and goods. The iconic square of 
Budapest will also host the Hungaricums (i.e. Hungarian specialities). All this adds up 
to a colourful and rich picture of our ecclesiastical and national values. In addition to 
the fairground chalets, the square will also feature an open-air stage where visitors 
can enjoy the exhibitors’ presentations and the programmes of the Congress and the 
Ars Sacra Festival.
In addition to the Basilica, an exhibition on the history of the Order of St. Paul will be 
on display, thanks to an unusual multilingual interactive exhibition in a bus. 
Visitors can enjoy delicious food and drinks from the Primate’s Cellar (Prímás Pince) 
in Esztergom.

Stage programme

Saturday, 4 September 2021
10:00 - 10:45  Kaláka band – Once upon a time there was a wooden soldier
11:00 - 11:30  Hungarian Saints book presentation 
11:30 - 11:45  St. Stephen’s Quiz Award ceremony
12:10 - 13:00  Romano Glaszo – gypsy band
13:15 - 13:30 Cecília Stenszky – storytelling 
13:45 - 14:30  Kokas Folk Dance Ensemble
15:00 - 16:00  Csillagocska (Little Star) Folk Dance Ensemble from Oradea 
16:15 - 16:40  Polish Cultural Institute book presentation
17:00 - 18:00  Gergely Agócs – Palóc folk music
18:30 - 19:30  From sunrise to sunset, from archaic prayers  
  to our contemporary songs – Mária Petrás and invited guests 
20:00 - 21:00  HolddalaNap Band – Moldavian music 

Sunday, 5 September 2021
10:00 - 10:45  Hungarikum Ensemble 
11:00 - 11:30  Csaba Nagy – tarogato performance – Hungarikum 
11:30 - 12:00  Cymbal performance – Hungarikum 
12:15 - 13:00  Budapest Clarinet Quartet
13:00 - 13:30  ZitheRandom – zither performance – Hungarikum 
18:00 - 19:00  Presentation of the Képmás Magazine
19:00 - 19:40  Presentation of the Mary’s Pilgrimage Route – discussion 
20:00 - 21:00  Zsoltározó Zsiványok – Johanna Lackfi and her companions
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Monday, 6 September 2021
15:30 - 16:00  Presentation of Vigilia Publishing House
16:00 - 16:30  Presentation of Cairos Publishing House
16:30 - 17:00  Presentation of the Hungarian Bible Society Foundation
17:30 - 18:15  Flaska Banda – folk music and folk dance show – Hungarikum 
18:45 - 19:30  God Lovers – literary music performance  
  by Bernadett Szemerédi and Géza Széplaky
20:15 - 21:00  The bright world of Hungary – Márta Sebestyén,  
  Judit Andrejszki, Jr. Béla Szerényi

Tuesday, 7 September 2021
16:00 - 16:30  Presentation of the Parakletos Bookstore
16:30 - 17:00  Presentation of the new book of Czigány György - St. Stephen’s Society
17:00 - 18:00 Misztrál Ensemble: Álomkófic
18:30 - 19:30  Flaska Banda - folk music and folkdance show – Hungarikum 
20:00 - 21:00  Concert by Trio Amor Sanctus

Wednesday, 8 September 2021
15:30 - 16:00  Presentation of Sapientia College of Theology of Religious Ordersa

From 17:00 you are welcome to join us for Masses in various locations in the city,  
which you can read about in this programme booklet.

18:00 - 19:00  Új Gereben ensemble – zither performance – Hungarikum 
19:10 - 19:50  Lectio Divina - „In the silence of your heart the Lord speaks to you today”
20:10 - 21:00  4 Chord Show Choir

Thursday, 9 September 2021
15:30 - 16:00  Presentation of the Don Bosco Publishing House
16:00 - 16:30  Presentation of the Jesuit Publishing House
16:30 - 17:00  Waiting for us – Contemporary spiritualities on the Eucharist -  
  booklaunch by New City Publishing House 

After 17:00, we will prepare for the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the square, 
which you can also read about in this programme booklet.

Friday 10 September 20211
15:30 - 16:00  Presentation of Harmat Publishing House
16:00 - 16:30  Discussion with Fr Imre Kozma on the book Eucharist - St. Stephen’s Society
17:15 - 18:00  Klárisok – interactive  storytelling concert 
18:15 - 18:45  Introduction of the Harmat Publishing House
19:15 - 20:00 Promotion of Operetta, Hungarian Songs and Gypsy Music -  
  Anita Lukács and Zsolt Vadász, Jr. Béla Berki with his orchestra –  
  Hungarikum 
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Saturday, 11 September 2021
10:00 - 10:30  Testimony of András Csókay – contributor: László Nagy 
10:30 - 11:00  Presentation of the Jesuit Publishing House
11:15 - 11:45  Encuentros Ensemble  
11:45 - 12:15  Presentation of Hungarian shepherd and hunting dog breeds – 
  Hungarikum 
12:30 - 13:15  Flaska Banda – folk music and folkdance show – Hungarikum 
13:40 - 14:30  Sent from Byzantium – mono opera by Ferenc Kristofori 
14:30 - 15:00  Kazetta – Catholic music as a genre of popular music

For more information about the Ars Sacra Festival’s stage programmes, please visit 
www.ars-sacra.hu.

Fair exhibitors

Cistercian Abbey of Kismaros, Benedictines of Bakonybél, Alpha Foundation, Pan-
nonhalma Abbey, Zirc Cistercian Abbey, Don Bosco Salesians, Sacra Famiglia Kft., 
Bea Barkos - enamel artist, Hungarian Orthodox Exarchate of the Universal Patri-
archate of Constantinople, Diocese of Vác, Diocese of Kaposvár, Diocese of Kalocsa, 
Esztergom-Budapest Archdiocesan Tourist Office

Monastic Office

Community of the Beatitudes, Palatine Sisters, Little Brothers and Sisters of Jesus, 
Carmelite Sisters of Charity, Sisters of the Assumption, Diocesan Sisters’ Society

St Stephen’s Book Week

The St. Stephen’s Book Week, the most prestigious and largest gathering of 
Hungarian Christian publishers, will take place in Szent István Square bet-
ween 5-12 September, in parallel with the 52nd International Eucharistic 

Congress. The publishers representing themselves at the Book Week: 
Agapé Franciscan Book Publishing House – Szeged, Augustinian Church Antiqua-
rian Bookstore, Don Bosco Publishing House, Ecclesia Cooperative, Etalon Film, 
Dewormant Publishing House, JEL Publishing House, Jesuit Publishing House, Ka-
iros Publishing House, Kálvin Publishing House, Képmás magazine, Kérügma Pub-
lishers, Korda Publishing House, Lazi Book Publishing House, L’Harmattan, Luther 
Publishers, Hungarian Bible Society, Hungarian Courier – Új Ember Kiadó, Hungari-
an Journal Publishing House, Hungarian Schoenstatt Family Movement, Marana Tha 
Publishing House, Pannonhalma Archabbey Benedictine Publishing House, Parak-
letos Bookshop, Sapientia Monastic Theology College, Saint Gellert Church Publish-
ing House, Saint Gellert Publishing and Printing House, Saint Stephen’s Society, New 
City – Focolare, Verbum Publishing House – Cluj Napoca, Vigilia Publishing House
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Hungaricums

This week, the Catholic community of the world is focusing on our 
country, so it is a good opportunity to show our guests the Hungari-
cums. The Hungaricums Collection currently has nearly 80 members. 
Outstanding achievements, values and specialities of the Hungarian 
people are recognised as Hungaricums. These may include agricultural and food 
products (e.g. Hungarian acacia honey, Kalocsa paprika, ‘fröccs’, sparkling water, 
Makó onions, Törkölypálinka), health and lifestyle products (e.g. Béres Csepp, Lake 
Hévíz), treasures of our built heritage, industrial and technical solutions, our cul-
tural heritage, sport and typical Hungarian food.

Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Hungaricum, Lake Hévíz and traditional 
Hévíz medicine – Hungaricum Nonprofit Office, Halas Lace, Folk art of Kalocsa, 
Mohács Busójárás, Gyulai sausage and Gyulai pair sausage – Gyulahús Kft., Matyó 
folk art – Matyó Folk Art Association, The culture of the historical Tokaj wine re-
gion and Tokaj aszú – Gábor Stumpf, Fattened goose products, Stelazsi: Selling of 
Hungaricum products, Pálinka, pálinka – Gyulai Pálinka Manufaktúra, Hungarian 
acacia honey and acacia, Szeged spicy paprika puree

You may meet Hungarian Hussars dressed up in period Hussar costumes at the fair.

With the help of skilled falconers, falconers will also be presented as a living human 
heritage. At the fair you can meet the falconer holding the falcon in his hands and 
take a photo with him.

Technical information:
A Registration Point will be open all week in St. Stephen’s Square where participants 
can pick up their wristbands and our volunteers will be on hand to answer any ques-
tions you may have. Opening hours: 1 - 12 September, every day, 7:00 am-9:00 pm.

Directions:
Access to St Stephen’s Square is recommended by public transport or on foot, with 
a limited number of parking spaces (mostly pay) available in the area. The fair is 
within walking distance from Deák Square.

Metro: M1, M2, M3
Bus: 9, 15, 105, 115, 178
Trolleybus: 72M, 73M

The fair is free of charge, without registration. 
We reserve the right to change the programme and location.
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Missionary Stages

6-10 September 2021,
every day 15:00 - 21:00
Örs vezér Square, Csobogó
(next to the Sugár shopping centre) 
Széll Kálmán Square

The Street Missionary Stages are the 
outstretched arms of the Congress to 
the people living here, to the whole ca-
pital, in line with the motto of the IEC: 
“Meet Jesus in Budapest!” With the 
programmes and testimonies taking 
place here, we want to reach out and en-
courage everyone to get involved. 

Parts of the programme:
Kaláka band and Makám band:  
children’s programme
János Lackfi and friends:  
psalm transcriptions set to music 
Golgotha Gospel Choir 
Lélekzuhany (Soul shower) - a gospel per-
formance by adult and children singers 
Mandulaszem Puppet Group - testimonial 
performance 
Andelic Jonathan
Béla Pintér: children  
and adults programme
László Csiszér and his orchestra 
Eucharist band

Witnesses: 
János Székely, Bishop of Szombathely 
László Varga, Bishop of Kaposvár
dr. András Csókay,  
Professor of Neurosurgery
Damian Stayne, founder of the Cor et 
Lumen Christi Community
Mary Healy biblical theologian (USA) 
Barbara Heil

Meeting points

Our stages will be located at busy traffic 
junctions around the city. But they are 
not just stages! Our main ambition is 
to open real meeting points! In the Lis-
tening Tents we welcome those who 
would like to talk about what they have 
heard with someone – perhaps a priest  
or a monk. Human encounters can be-
come privileged places of encounter 
with Jesus through the Holy Spirit!

The programme is a collaboration 
of several communities and groups 
of servants. In addition to the above 
mentioned – and others – important 
contributors are the Hungarian Catholic  
Charismatic Renewal Youth Service, the 
New Jerusalem Catholic Community, 
the Sisters of St. Francis, the Sisters of  
Social Service, Emmanuel, Shalom, the New 
Harvest Community and the Fishers of 
men’s Seminary.

Main organisers: 
New Jerusalem Community and 
the MCCRMSZ Lelkes Team

We reserve the right to change the 
venue and programme.
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A thousand faces of love

A thousand faces of love is the theme of an exhibition on the 
Church’s love of service, the importance of the mission of 
the “Charity”, its historical role and its many activities today.
The exhibition offers an insight into the wonders of mercy 
that flow from the Eucharist. The international and national 
aspects and diversity of the Church’s action for the needy 

and those in difficulty are brought closer to the visitor through spectacular installa-
tions, interesting objects and interactive exhibits, and the exhibition draws attention  
to the possibilities of charity for all.

Exhibitions of the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress in the Vigadó

Be my witnesses – International Eucharistic Congress in 
Budapest, 1938 
This spectacular exhibition revisits the memory of the 34th 
International Eucharistic Congress held in Budapest in May 
1938 by presenting surviving artefacts, written, visual and 
audio documents. Visitors can follow the preparations, the 
events of the Congress days and the aftermath of the event. 
The liturgical objects and memorabilia of the period come 

from several national church collections, churches and private collections. The ex-
hibition is accompanied by an information booklet in Hungarian and English and 
a volume of studies entitled “Companion to our wandering“, published last year. The 
exhibition is organised by the Christian Museum on behalf of the Secretariat of the 
52nd International Eucharistic Congress.

The Light of Your Face  –  
Art of the Greek Catholic Church in Hungary  
On the occasion of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress, an 
exhibition of the ecclesiastical art treasures of the Greek Catho-
lic Church, the fourth largest Christian denomination in Hungary, 
will be opened.  Who are the Greek Catholics? Where do they live? 

What is the specific icon painting and liturgical artifact culture of the Carpathian 
region? The exhibition will introduce you to the exciting world of the Greek Catho-
lic Church, which has developed over the centuries in the area where the Eastern 
and Western Churches meet, and which has created a distinct cultural entity by 
combining Eastern and Western cultural traditions.
Venue: Pesti Vigadó, 1051 Budapest, Vigadó tér 2. 
Opening hours: 3 August - 19 September 2021, every day 10:00 - 19:00.

More information: www.vigado.hu

ORCÁD
VILÁGOSSÁGA 

Látogatható:
2021. augusztus 3. 
– szeptember 19.

Pesti Vigadó, Budapest 
Vigadó tér 2, 1051
www.vigado.hu

Csoportoknak 10 főtől 
ajánlott bejelentkezés:  
galeria@vigado.hu címen

A GÖRÖGKATOLIKUS EGYHÁZ  
MŰVÉSZETE MAGYARORSZÁGON
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Soul-lifting experiences in the embrace of the Danube

Learn about the history of the Esztergom-Budapest Archdiocese through our reli-
gious and cultural heritage.

Visit one of Europe’s largest basilicas, with a 176-year-old time capsule telling its 
story, and the Treasury, where you can see beautiful artworks from centuries past. 
Enter the Bibliotheca, home to the world’s heaviest decorative codex, and see our 
country’s richest ecclesiastical collection in the Christian Museum!
Discover the flavours of the Carpathian Basin in the Primate’s Cellar (Prímás Pince) 
and the wine tunnels of the wine regions. Sit out on the terrace of the Rondella 
Café for a cup of coffee and taste our diocese’s own design bonbons. Discover in 
Esztergom all the things whose millennial spirit is still carefully preserved in the 
Danube bend.

Recommended by the Esztergom-Budapest Archdiocesan Tourist Office.

www.visitesztergom-budapest.hu
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Recommended by the IEC: Hungarian State Opera

Karol Józef Wojtyła: 
THE JEWELLER’S SHOP
Musical drama in three acts, in Hungarian

8, 9 September 2021, 19:00
11 September 2021, 11:00 
Eiffel Workshop House – Bánffy Hall

The eponym of the space that is the “home” of the Erkel Theatre is the author of 
major literary works and was strongly connected to the world of theatre: during 
the university years, the future Pope John Paul II organised literary evenings and 
he was a member and director of several theatre companies. His poetic dialogue 
The Jeweller’s Shop, dating from 1960, centres on three couples who go to the gold-
smith’s shop to buy a wedding ring. The philosophical text explores the theme of 
love and the sanctity of marriage through the story of the couples. 

Script: Karol Józef Wojtyła
Music: Krzysztof Penderecki
Director, set designer: János Szikora 

DANTE700
12 September 2021, 19:00
Eiffel Workshop House – Bánffy Hall

The Opera commemorates the 700th anniversary 
of the death of Dante Alighieri. The theme of the 
artistic programme is the relationship between 
Dante and music, as well as Hungarian musi-
cians. The programme will include a performance 
of Liszt’s large-scale work, in the manner the 

composer originally intended, with projected images, and excerpts from the work of  
Jr. Emil Ábrányi’s opera, entitled Divine Comedy, composed for the 600th anniversary 
and premiéredat the Opera House. Finally, the main attraction: Puccini’s comic opera 
will be performed in concert, since it also takes its theme from Dante’s work.

Programme:
Ferenc Liszt: Dante Sonata
Jr.Emil Ábrányi: Paolo and Francesca – excerpts 
Giacomo Puccini: Gianni Schicchi 

Director: András Aczél
The main patron of the evening is Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén.
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Friday 10 September 2021 12:00
Lauder Javne School garden, 1121 Budapest, Budakeszi út 48.

Pál Klinda saved more than a hundred Jewish people in 1944 from the sewing shop 
operated in the Katalin B. (Labouré) Girls’ Home. For his actions he was awarded the 
Righteous Among the Nations Medal. The Lauder Javne School will place a plaque 
on the school wall in honour of Pál Klinda. All are welcome to attend the event.

Recommended by the IEC:  
Unveiling of the memorial plaque to Pál Klinda

Ludwig van Beethoven: 
KING STEPHEN / RUINS OF ATHENS
Semi-staged performance in Hungarian and German,  
with English and Hungarian subtitles

24, 29 September 2021, 20:00
2, 10 October 2021, 19:00
3 October 2021, 11:00
Eiffel Workshop House – Bánffy Hall

In 2021, the Beethoven Year of Remem-
brance, which will continue worldwide, the 
Opera will stage two rarely heard works 
by the composer, written for the opening 
of the German Theatre in Pest in 1812, di-
rected by Péter Oberfrank. This time, King 
Stephen, with lyrics by Dezső Kosztolányi, 
Mihály Babits and Sándor Sík, evokes the 
figure of the saintly ruler who dedicated 
his country to the Virgin Mary. The Ruins of 

Athens, based on a 1924 transcription by Richard Strauss and Hugo von Hoffman-
stahl, takes stock of the global challenges of our time and the responses to them in 
the light of an ancient parallel.

Director: Pál Oberfrank
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6 September
Serbian Theatre in Hungary
Theatre Company of Hungarian Natio-
nalities

7 September 
Deutsche Bühne Ungarn
Malko Teatro 
Theater jetzt

8 September 
Cervinus Theatre
Ani-Budavár Armenian Theatre 
Serbian Theatre in Hungary

9 September 
Vertigo Slovak Theatre
National Theatre Hungary

10 September
Karavan Theatre
National Theatre Hungary
Croatian Theatre of Pécs
Artashat Armenian Nationality Theatre

11 September 
Amfitheatro Greek National Theatre
Romano Teatro
Karaván Theatre
Cinka Panna Gypsy Theatre

12 September 
Urartu Armenian Theatre 
Vertigo Slovak Theatre 
Cinka Panna Gypsy Theatre

Recommended by the IEC: JELEN/LÉT Festival of 
Hungarian National Minority Theatres

Organised by the Association of National Minority 
Theatres of Hungary and the Serbian Theatre of Hun-
gary at the National Theatre.

6-12 September 2021.

Hungary is home to 13 legally recognised nationalities – with centuries-old Chris-
tian traditions and sacred sites. Our JELEN/LÉT national theatre festival from 6 to 
12 September 2021 will be held in honour of the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress.

Supported by the Government of Hungary.
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Ars Sacra Festival ®

Can art lead us to faith? Can art speak to us and transform us? Does faith narrow 
or offer a new perspective for experiencing and interpreting our cultural treasures? 

For fifteen years now, the Ars Sacra Festival has pursued its nationwide cultural 
mission of connecting genres, venues and ages with unabated enthusiasm, so that 
through quality artistic experiences, visitors can personally experience a closeness 
to the transcendental and rediscover the everlasting messages of Judeo-Chris- 
tian teaching and tradition. “All my springs are in you” – is the proclamation of this 
year’s Ars Sacra Festival, in conjunction with the International Eucharistic Cong-
ress. After a particularly difficult year, we have come to understand even more that 
we are in great need of community programmes, of special and soul-lifting experi-
ences. Culture is an important source of our human life, able to offer us messages 
of faith, hope and love in all circumstances. 

With exhibitions, concerts, literary evenings, theatre performances, film screen- 
ings and thematic walks, the Ars Sacra Festival offers a rich programme of hund-
reds of free events for pilgrims arriving to Budapest from 4 to 12 September. 
The opening ceremony will take place on 3 September at the Hungarian National 
Museum. Look out for the events marked with red angels in museums, theatres, 
galleries and churches! 

You can find information about the events at www.ars-sacra.hu and on our Facebook 
and Instagram pages, where you can also find out other interesting facts and up- 
dates on the programmes.
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Programmes recommended by the                        Festival

The Passion of Csíksomlyó
Friday 10 September 2021 19:00
National Theatre

Based on 18th-century Franciscan school dramas and Passio by Géza Szőcs
the National Theatre’s current The Passion of Csíksomlyó questions the foundations 
of our Christian faith, and calls attention to the chances of the European cultural 
community. It aims to create a new stage language, in which the 18th century inter-
pretation of the biblical story and the contemporary poetic transcription by Géza 
Szőcs form an organic unity with the religious folk songs sung by András Berecz 
and the folk dance based choreography performed by the members of the Hungari-
an National Dance Ensemble.
Further information and tickets are available on the National Theatre website: 
www.nemzetiszinhaz.hu

Sándor Márai: The Citizens of Kassa
Thursday 9 September 2021 19:30
National Theatre

What is left of us if the artistic impulse is eradicated from our innermost being and 
we continue to suffer in the shadow of our guilt? Who are the ever-present aggres-
sors who can seal our fate in this way? And who are we who rise up to defend our 
own community? Márai’s play transports the audience back to 14th century Kassa 
(Košice). But make no mistake, this past is but a jewel in the crown of universal 
time. The life and destiny of the city was – and remains – a symbol of coexistence. 
And the building of the church is a symbol of faith and art.
Further information and tickets are available on the National Theatre website: 
www.nemzetiszinhaz.hu

Concert by the Hungarian Radio
Friday 10 September 2021 19:30
St Stephen’s Basilica

The Hungarian Radio Symphony Orchestra and Choir and the National Choir will 
give a major concert in St. Stephen’s Basilica.
 
Programme: 
A.Striggio: Ecce beatam lucem
A.Striggio: Mass for 40 and 60 voices
Conductor: Dominique Visse

Tickets: www.jegymester.hu

®
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A selection of the Ars Sacra Festival programmes

Sunday, 5 SEPTEMBER

Piano recital by Edit Klukon and Dezső Ránki
5 September 19:00 

Budapest-Gazdagrét Holy Angels Parish, 
1112 Budapest, Gazdagréti út 14

The world-famous pianist couple Edit Klukon and Dezső Ránki will perform for 
the first time in the history of the Festival at the Gazdagrét Holy Angels Parish. 
They will give a fitting, inaugural performance of Ferenc Liszt’s Via Crucis and, as 
a surprise, play a piano transcription of one of the composer’s symphonic poems.

Monday, 6 SEPTEMBER

Misi Boros piano concert
6 September 19:00
Budapest Music Center (BMC), 
1093 Budapest, Mátyás u. 8

At the age of 11, Misi Boros won the hearts of a nation as the winner of the Virtuoso 
(Virtuózok) competition. Since then he has been a worldwide success. As a God-gi-
ven talent, he often speaks of his faith with humble, wise words, sparkling eyes and 
an eternal smile. His wonderful piano playing is, by his own admission, a prayer in 
itself. To our great delight, he plays his lovely ‘prayers’ for us too.

Discussion with foreign missionaries
6 September 19:00
Háló Community and Cultural Centre - S4, 1052 Budapest, Semmelweis u. 4

They have come from afar and have been preaching the gospel in Hungary for  
several years. A truly international round table discussion with a Brazilian Verbite, 
a Vietnamese Salesians monk, a Spanish numerary serving in Opus Dei and the  
Brazilian leader of the Shalom community in Hungary. Join us!
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Book launch of The Herbarium of Csaba Böjte  
and exhibition of Krisztina Lettner’s pictures
6 September 19:00
Nem Adom Fel Cafe & Bar, 
1086 Budapest, Magdolna u. 1.

Five weeks with Franciscan monk Csaba Böjte. 
Thousands of kilometres of travel in Transylvania, along 
the way conversations about life, death, faith, solidarity 
and much more, about everything that concerns people to-
day. Thus, the kilometres became an inner journey, and that 
is how the book The Herbarium of Csaba Böjte was born. The 
exhibition is open from 6-10 September 11:00-16:00.

Eucharist – The Sacrament of Friendship
6 September 15:30 - 21:00
House of Dialogue, 1085 Budapest, Horánszky u. 20 

15:30 Meditative bread baking with sisters
16:00 Meditative dances with monks
18:00 Book launch – Zoltán Koronkai SJ: Eucharist: The Sacrament of Friendship
18:45 Agape 
20:00 Holy Mass at the Sacred Heart Church (1085 Budapest, Mária utca 20)

Participation is subject to registration. For more information, please visit 
www.szerzetesek.hu or e-mail nek@szerzetesek.hu.

An Ardent Heart (Corazón Ardiente) – film screening
6 September 18:30
Urania National Film Theatre, 1088 Budapest, Rákóczi út 21

The movie is about Lupe Valdes (Karyme Lozano), a successful writer who is sear-
ching for miracles related to the Sacred Heart of Jesus for her next novel. She is as-
sisted in her search by Maria (María Vallejo-Nájera), an expert on miracles. Through 
her, she learns about the revelations of Saint Margaret Alacoque about the Sacred 
Heart. The search also becomes an inner journey, during which she is forced to 
confront her own unhealed wounds.

2020, 89 min, in Spanish, with English subtitles
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Tuesday, SEPTEMBER 7

Solemn vespers with monks
in the Dominican Courtyard
7 September 19:00
Dominican Courtyard (Hilton Budapest Hotel),  
1014 Budapest, Hess András tér 1-2

The solemn vespers, with liturgical texts on the Blessed Sacrament, will be led by the 
Dominican Sisters celebrating their jubilee this year (2021 is the 800th anniversary  
of the foundation of the Hungarian Dominican Order), making the ruins of the 13th 

century Dominican church a worthy site.
By candlelight, we will pray the evening prayer together with our monastic sisters 
and brothers. 
From 18:00, there will be a gathering and an opportunity to talk with the monks.

Eucharist - film screening
7 September 20:00
Puskin Cinema auditorium, 1053 Budapest, Kossuth Lajos u. 18

Director István Poór has directed a self-made film about the life of Jesus, set in a vil-
lage hidden in a beautiful valley in Mures County. The screenplay was also written 
by István Poór, based on the Gospel of John and the Epistle to the Hebrews by an 
unknown author, sometimes attributed to the Apostle Paul or a disciple of his.

Cross-fire panel discussion
7 September 18:00
Hungarian National Museum, 
1088 Budapest, Múzeum körút 14-16

Panel discussion on the exhibition “Kereszt-tűzben” (In the Cross-fire). Panellists: 
Franciscan monk Csaba Böjte, Jesuit monk Szabolcs Sajgó and the director of Kos-
suth Radio Beatrix Siklósi. The hosts of the discussion: Chief Press Officer of the IEC 
Tünde Zsuffa and Kossuth Radio reporter Zoltán Pásztor.
Participation is subject to registration. 
Registration by e-mail at ars-sacra@ars-sacra.hu.
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The source of László Boldog’s exemplary life comes from the Eucharist
7 September 16:00-19:00. Semmelweis University – Theoretical Block,  
1094 Budapest, Tűzoltó u. 37-43. In Hungarian with English interpretation. 

Organised by Semmelweis University, Faculty of Medicine and the Dr. László  
Batthyány-Strattmann Public Benefit Medical Association. Opening speech by: 
Prof. Dr. Béla Merkely, Rector of the Faculty of Medicine of Semmelweis Univers-
ity. Speech by: Prof. Dr. Miklós Kellermayer, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine of  
Semmelweis University. Chairperson: Géza Lőrinc Huszár O. Cist. chaplain, spiri-
tual leader of the association. The chief patron of the event: Prof. Dr. Béla Merkely, 
Rector of the Faculty of Medicine of Semmelweis University.

 
Budapest - The City of Waters – walking tour
7 September 16:00 and 17:00
Meeting point: Castle Garden Bazaar main entrance, 
1013 Budapest, Ybl Miklós tér 2-6

Programme in English. 

Route: Ybl Miklós tér – Castle Garden Bazaar – Döbrentei utca – Fátyol park – Rác 
Thermal Bath – Rudas Bath Drinking Hall (Erzsébet Bridge) – Döbrentei tér 
The walk takes 1.5 hours.
To participate, pre-registration is required at ars-sacra@ars-sacra.hu.

 
Cross Concerts 2 – Piano concert by Gergely Bogányi
7 September 19:00
Deák tér Lutheran Church, 1052 Budapest, Deák Ferenc tér 4

The 2nd performer of the Cross Concerts series is the Kossuth  
Prize-winning pianist Gergely Bogányi, the ‘face’ of our festival. 
On this special occasion, he will play the world-famous Bogányi 
piano in the Deák tér church, where this instrument will also be 
present as a treasure of Hungarian culture. The programme will 
also include works by J. S. Bach.
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Musical prayer evening
7 September 19:30
University Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
1053 Budapest, Papnövelde u. 5

The MAGnificat ensemble – Mónika Varga, Attila Lambert, Attila Dolhai – invites 
you to their musical prayer evening. With reflections and testimonies, Dr. András 
Csókay will help the participants to deepen their contemplation.

Wednesday, SEPTEMBER 8

“Fountain of Fresh Water”
8 September 19:00
Sacred Heart Church, 1085 Budapest, Mária u. 25

The audience is invited to the premiere of new works composed for the church’s re-
newed late romantic style Wegenstein-Aeris organ. The hymn “Veni Creator Spiritus” 
and “Jöjj Szentlélek, Úristen” (Come Holy Spirit, Lord God), as well as the motto of the 
festival, served as inspiration for the organist composers.

Cross Concerts 3 – concert by the Saint Ephraim Male Choir
8 September 19:00
Kálvin Square Reformed Church, 1091 Budapest, Kálvin tér 7

Three members of the family of the famous Greek Catholic musician Tamás Bubnó 
will sing in the 8-member Saint Ephraim Male Choir, who will guests at the Re-
formed venue. In addition to the treasures of Reformed and Greek Catholic church 
music, one of J. S. Bach’s many chorales will be performed in the church on Kálvin tér.

#jóéjtpuszi (Goodnightkiss) – 
János Lackfi’s musical evening
8 September 19:00
Lóvasút Cultural and Event Centre, 
1121 Budapest, Zugligeti út 64

An evening with poet János Lackfi, singer Dorottya Lackfi and guitarist Róbert Sin-
ha. János Lackfi’s ‘goodnight kisses’ speak about faith with fire and passion, inviting 
you to a dizzying ride in God’s adventure park.
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An evening with monks
8 September 15.30-23.00
Háló Community and Cultural Centre - S4, 
1052 Budapest, Semmelweis u. 4

Spend an evening with monks. The programme will include film screenings, board 
games, crafts, discussions, ping-pong and agape. We look forward to welcoming 
you! More details at www.szerzetesek.hu.

Thursday, 9 SEPTEMBER

Punya, a gypsy story about Jesus – performance 
9 September 19:00
Budapest-Kelenföld Szent Gellért Church, 
1115 Budapest, Bartók Béla u. 149

A young group from Pécs brought CB sister Beáta Mária Versegi’s story “Punya, 
a piece of bread” to the stage. During the rehearsals, in the process of becoming 
a community, they shaped the story about living in a community. The audience 
can see the story of Jesus from the perspective of a gypsy woman.
Duration: 60 minutes

Cross Concerts 4 – a concert by the Central Reform Choir
9 September 16:00
Budapest Greek Catholic Church, 
1074 Budapest, Rózsák tere 10

Programme: J. S. Bach: O Haupt voll Blut und Wunden Chorale from St. Matthew 
Passion
Conductors: Boglárka Berkesi and Dániel Erdélyi 
The Central Reform Choir was founded in 2016. Its aim is to represent the Refor-
med Church in a worthy manner, primarily at Christian events in Hungary and the 
Carpathian Basin. Its repertoire encompasses the gems of the Protestant musical 
heritage, from the Geneva Psalter to contemporary mixed choir works. 
Motto: to praise the Lord and build His kingdom in a worthy way.
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János Lackfi: “Hinták” (Swings)
9 September 19:00
House of Dialogue, 1085 Budapest, Horánszky u. 20

The performance is a joint programme of the Ars Sacra Festival and the Dialogue 
House. János Lackfi’s play, Hinták (Swings), is about the mysticism of existence, 
it talks about metaphysical things. It is about whether we can choose between 
existence and non-existence, whether we have the choice, whether we have the 
right to decide. 
Cast: Krisztina Peremartoni, Bözse Soltész 
Director: Judit Galgóczy

Transubstantiatio – transubstantiation on the way to becoming Christ
9 September 18:30
Budapest Roman Catholic University and College Chaplaincy, 
1117 Budapest, Magyar tudósok körútja 1

If you would like to better understand the mystery of the Blessed Sacrament, the 
transubstantiation, listen to the lecture of Father Dr. Béla Káposztássy for young 
people.
Hosted by the Catholic Community of the Budapest University of Technology and 
Economics.

Pilinszky 100 #14 / “...and the fact that we are flying is becoming freer.”
9 September 19:00
Petőfi Literary Museum, 1053 Budapest, Károlyi u. 16

The autumn season opening evening of the Pilinszky100 centenary series will be 
held in cooperation with Ars Sacra in the open air courtyard of the Petőfi Museum 
of Literature. Literary journalist Anna Juhász will ask her invited guests questions 
about the poet’s oeuvre, and will recite the most important poems and concepts, and 
centenary reflections. Inspiring each other, the guests will talk about the poet with 
inexhaustible passion, accompanied by the soft music and special arrangements of 
poems by Veronika Harcsa on this early autumn evening. 
Entry is subject to pre-registration via e-mail at anna.irodalmiszalon@gmail.com. 
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Friday, SEPTEMBER 10

Hidden Secrets of the City of Waters – Sacred Walk in the City of Waters
10 and 11 September 17:00
Meeting point: 1011 Budapest, Corvin tér

There are many treasures that we pass by every day, but we don’t know their history. 
Dr. András Végh, lecturer at Pázmány Péter Catholic University, will lead us on a tour 
of the sacral monuments of the City of Waters.

Jubilate Deo
10 September 19:30
Sacred Heart Church, 1085 Budapest, Mária u. 25.

Church music concert by soprano singer Mária Lökösházi and organist Dávid 
Ács. The theme of the music is joy and jubilation. Among others, 
W. A. Mozart’s Exultate, Jubilate will be performed.

Songs of Hungarian saints in the Middle Ages
10 September 19:00
Church of Hungarian Saints, 1111 Budapest, Magyar Tudósok körútja 1

The concert of Schola Academica presents a short selection of the most beautiful li-
turgical songs of the medieval Hungarian saints. The chants and masses for the feasts 
of Saint Stephen, Saint Ladislaus and Saint Elisabeth are of the highest quality, both 
textually and musically, from the Middle Ages.

Solo concert by guitarist Ferenc Snétberger
10 September 19:00 
Saint Elizabeth of Hungary Parish Church, 
1074 Budapest, Rózsák tere 8

The world-famous Hungarian guitarist is also very popular with our festival audi-
ence. Last year, we only cancelled a few shows, but his concert was advertised in 
vain as he could not travel over from his home in Germany. Therefore, this year his 
performance, solo concert in the beautiful Saint Elizabeth of Hungary Church will be 
especially awaited.
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Saturday, 11 SEPTEMBER

IEC Family Day on Margaret Island – Ars Sacra programmes at the Water Tower

Exhibition on the Holy Wells (entitled Our Holy Springs) with the help of Mary’s Way, 
in the covered area around the Water Tower

1938 Memorial Exhibition at the Water Tower

Meditative dance on the 3rd floor of the Water Tower, led by the Daughters of Cha-
rity, the School Sisters of the Assumption, and the Sisters of the Sacre Coeur. 
20-30 minutes/per occasion
Start times: 11:30, 12:30, 13:30

Exhibition of Hungarian Saints, on the stretch connecting the Family Day site and 
the Water Tower
The exhibition will introduce you to 18 Hungarian saints.

“All my springs are in you” children’s drawing competition exhibition
From children to children
The performance will be presented by the 8-12 year old wolf cubs of the FSE-Mo-
sonmagyaróvár 1st ‘Saint Gianna Beretta Molla’ scout troop. This 18th-century mystery 
play is warmly recommended to young and old alike, as it is a testimony to our faith 
in Christ.  
Start of the performance: 11:00

Saint Stephen, Rex Hungarorum puppet show 
Recommended for children aged 4-12
Start of the performances: 10:00, 11:00, 13:00, 14:00
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Sunday, 12 SEPTEMBER

As the crow flies – The hidden churches of the city 
centre – walking tour
12 September 15:00 
Meeting point: 1052 Budapest, Petőfi tér
Programme in English. Programme in English.

Route: Inner City Parish Church, Március 15. tér – Orthodox Cathedral of Our Lady, 
Petőfi tér – Catholic Church of Szervita tér – Deák tér Lutheran Church – Rumbach 
Street Synagogue –St. Stephen’s Basilica, Szent István tér – Church of Returning 
Home, Szabadság tér – Reformed Church of Hold utca – Unitarian Church of Nagy 
Ignác utca.
Length of the walk: 2.5 hours
To participate, pre-registration by e-mail is required at ars-sacra@ars-sacra.hu.

Food and literature – a musical literary evening with 
Anna T. Szabó, György Dragomán and Gábor Juhász
12 September 19:00
Lóvasút Cultural and Event Centre,  
1121 Budapest, Zugligeti út 64

A musical literary evening with poet Anna T. Szabó and writer György Dragomán. 
Guitarist Gábor Juhász will reflect on the conversation with improvisations created 
during the literary evening.

Closing event – Concert by the Pro Musica Girls’ 
Choir
12 September 18:00
Budapest-Gazdagrét Holy Angels Parish, 
1112 Budapest, Gazdagréti út 14

The Pro Musica Girls’ Choir of Nyíregyháza was founded in 1986 by Dénes Szabó, 
Artist of the Nation, at the request of the ‘alumni’ who had left the Cantemus Child-
ren’s Choir but still wanted to sing in this community. The choir has won many prizes 
at international competitions and its programme includes sacred choral works from 
Palestrina to Kocsár, spanning five centuries.
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EXHIBITIONS – open to visitors all week

“Punya, a piece of bread” – interactive exhibition 
The exhibition is open weekdays from 9:00 to 16:00 until 1 October,  
depending on the programmes.
Óbudai Cultural Centre, 1032 Budapest, San Marco u. 81
The artist of the paintings is Gyöngyi Ráczné Kalányos, a graphic artist and  
painter of Roma origin, a representative of naive art, and a recipient of the civil 
division Hungarian Silver Cross of Merit. A digital comic of the story is available 
at the exhibition: punya.hu 
The opening event of the exhibition will take place at 18:00 on 3 September.

Arrival
4-12 September 10:00-18:00
D18 Café and Bookstore, 
1066 Budapest, Dessewffy u. 18-20

In addition to capturing the making of the Supper at Em-
maus altarpiece, the paintings in the exhibition also reveal 

the inner journey the painter took during its creation. The pictures of Gábor Lajta 
were taken by the photographer Gyula Czimbal while he was painting the altarpiece 
of the church of the Dombóvár Lutheran Parish.
The opening event of the exhibition will take place at 18:00 on 4 September.

The legacy of Saint Stephen
4-12 September 11:00-17:00
St. Stephen’s Basilica, Lower Church, 1051 Budapest, Szent István tér 1.  

The exhibition brings together 52 of the most outstanding Christian Hungarian ar-
tists from all over the Carpathian Basin and the motherland, which presents more 
than 1,000 years of Christian cultural values and heritage through contemporary 
Hungarian art.
The opening event of the exhibition will take place at 18:00 on 7 September.
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“Sisters” – Photo exhibition by Orsolya Urbán
4-12 September 10:00-18:00
HungaRio Café, 1082 Budapest, Horváth Mihály tér 7

“Being a monk is not natural, nor is it unnatural, but super-
natural.” Orsolya Urbán, who visited the Franciscan Missio- 

nary Sisters of Mary to showcase photographs of people living a sanctified life, heard 
this sentence from a monk and has been inspired by it ever since.
The opening event of the exhibition will take place at 18:30 on 6 September.

HOPE – textile art exhibition
9-12 September 10:00-18:00
Klebelsberg Cultural Curia, 1028 Budapest, Templom u. 2-10

Exhibiting artists: Ildikó Ardai, Edit Balogh, Eszter Bényi, Mária Doromby, Ritta 
Hager, Matild Jászberényi, Erzsébet Katona Szabó, Ágnes Kecskés, Csilla Kelecsényi, 
Krisztina Kókay, Katalin Láng-Miticzky, Indira Máder, Márta Makkai, Enikő Orient, 
Emilia Pájer, Ildikó Somodi, Katalin Vásárhelyi. 
The exhibition is open to visitors until 24 September.
The opening event of the exhibition will take place at 18:00 on 9 September. 
Speech by: Dr. Mária Prokopp

Food for love – from nourishment to true community
7-12 September 2021 10:00-18:00
Lutheran Museum, 1052 Budapest, Deák Ferenc tér 4

In the exhibition, the relics and the artefacts related to the Holy Communion are not 
primarily related to art history or history, but send a message to visitors about the 
importance of the Holy Communion, with a valid message for both Lutherans and 
others.
The opening event of the exhibition will take place at 18:00 on 6 September. The 
exhibition will be opened by the ret. Bishop of Vác Miklós Beer and president 
and Lutheran bishop Tamás Fabiny.

The programme is subject to change. 

For the latest information, please visit www.ars-sacra.hu.
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Trust in Him! 
Our most important message is trust

Trust is a difficult thing. It takes courage and drive to take a leap into the unknown, 
it takes faith in each other that it is worth trusting, and it takes a good experience 
showing that others can help you, hold you up and give you strength when things 
are difficult. Trust is also the basis of the Trust in Him! initiative. On the one hand, 
we need to trust in each other, in the strength of the community, that there will 
be a solution to our problems. On the other hand, we must trust in God, dare to 
entrust our burdens to him and believe in his forgiveness.

As the Family Working Group of the Seventy-Two Disciples Movement, in the 
framework of the Trust in Him! (www.bizdramagad.hu) project, we make avai- 
lable the ‘good practices’ of mainly Catholic organisations, which help to overcome 
family-related difficulties, grouped into 12 main problem categories of 6 life 
stages. 
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“Trust in Him!” is a forum where you can find support for the many challenges 
of the human journey, whether it’s relationship difficulties, child-rearing, loneli-
ness, addiction, caring for an elderly relative or any other personal difficulty. Our 
website, launched in September 2020 with the support of the Archdiocese of 
Esztergom-Budapest, has collected more than 100 good practices thematically 
from conception, through childhood and adolescence, to adulthood and old age. 
Trust in Him! is a constantly growing and completely unique online collection 
of recommendations.

Cardinal Péter Erdő called the website the lasting fruit of the International 
Eucharistic Congress. We could not have been more honoured to receive such 
praise.  The good practices that our communities recommend with confidence and 
which have been collected will be published on the website only after the consent 
of Bishop Zsolt Marton of Vác, President of the Family Committee of the Hungari-
an Catholic Bishops’ Conference, and Father Zoltán Horváth, Family Officer of the 
Archdiocese of Esztergom-Budapest. So, the good practices and organisations re- 
commended on our site are also recommended with confidence by the Church, 
and we are convinced that all of them – in addition to the recognition of their pro-
fessional work – will approach those who contact them with confidence, love and tact. 

We recommend the site to Christian people in need, but of course the oppor-
tunity is open to anyone, regardless of religious background. The website can also 
be a useful resource for parish priests, pastors, spiritual leaders, faith educa-
tors, community leaders, to whom believers turn as a last resort to help with their 
spiritual problems. Family officers, local communities and educational institu-
tions can also benefit from the site, which contains a number of good practices for 
prevention, such as parenting, or even marriage strengthening. 

Dare to ask, dare to rely on each other and on Him. Let us use and recommend the 
collection on www.bizdramagad.hu when help is needed. Let us experience with St 
Paul that “when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10).
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Information points

Information points will be set up at key points in the city for pilgrims arriving to 
the Congress and interested passers-by. Volunteers will provide information on the 
weekly programme of the Congress, details of the events, registration, ticketing and 
general information (e.g. transport, venues, etc.).

Sunday to Sunday, 5-12 September 2021

Location:

1.   Széll Kálmán tér     9:00-21:00
2.  Örs vezér tere                9:00-21:00
3.  Keleti railway station     7:00-21:00
4.  Nyugati railway station             7:00-21:00
5.  Déli railway station      7:00-21:00
6.  Ferenc Liszt International Airport Terminal 2A  6:00-24:00
7.   Ferenc Liszt International Airport Terminal 2B   6:00-24:00
8.  Expo Congress Hotel                 7:00-22:00
9.  Intercontinental Hotel     7:00-22:00
10. Móricz Zsigmond körtér    9:00-21:00
11. Heroes’ Square     9:00-21:00
12.S4 (Háló) - Semmelweis street    9:00-21:00

Central Registration Point – Szent István square

Opening hours: 1-12 September, every day 7:00-21:00

At the Central Registration Point, in addition to the traditional information point 
functions, pilgrims who have purchased a Hungexpo ticket in advance will be able 
to pick up their valid tickets and pilgrim packs.
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Download the congress mobile application!

The IEC2020 app is designed to help you easily and quickly find the most important 
news and information about the Congress. Main features of the six-language app, 
available for free download for Android and iPhone: 

• access your tickets quickly and easily after logging in
• easily search venues, speakers/performers and programmes
• view event areas and sectors
• follow the liturgy texts and hymns in several languages
• read up-to-date information and news
• find the opening hours and exact locations of information points

Liturgical booklets

The liturgical booklets contain the texts and hymns of the masses, processions and 
common prayers (lauds).
Nine different liturgical booklets have been prepared so that everyone can parti-
cipate: for the entire Congress in Hungarian, for the opening and closing masses 
in Hungarian and foreign languages (English, German, Italian, Spanish, French), 
for the liturgical events of the Hungexpo programmes in Hungarian and foreign 
languages, and for the Saturday mass and procession in Kossuth tér in Hungarian 
and foreign languages.
In the spirit of environmental awareness, the paper-based liturgical booklets are 
available in a limited number of copies. For more information, please contact the 
volunteers or use the Congress mobile application, where all the above-listed litur-
gical booklets are available.
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Consulates
United Kingdom
British Embassy Budapest
1022 Budapest, Füge u. 5-7.
+36 1 266 28 88
budapest.invitations@fco.gov.uk
www.gov.uk/world/organisations/ 
british-embassy-budapest

Germany
Deutsche Botschaft Budapest
1014 Budapest, Úri u. 64.
+36 1 488 35 00 
info@budapest.diplo.de
www.budapest.diplo.de

France
Ambassade de France à Budapest
1055 Budapest, Kossuth Lajos tér 13-15.
+36 1 374 11 00
consulat.budapest-amba@diplomatie.
gouv.fr
www.hu.ambafrance.org

Spain
Embajada de España en Hungría
1067 Budapest, Eötvös u. 11/B.
+36 1 202 40 06, +36 1 202 40 15
emergency: +36 30 924 80 92
emb.budapest@maec.es
www.exteriores.gob.es/ 
Embajadas/BUDAPEST

Italy
Ambasciata d’Italia in Budapest
1143 Budapest, Stefánia út 95.
+36 1 460 62 08
ambasciata.budapest@esteri.it
www.ambbudapest.esteri.it/ 
ambasciata_budapest
Cancelleria Consolare
1145 Budapest, Jávor u. 4.
+36 1 460 62 08

Slovakia
Veľvyslanectvo Slovenskej republiky
v Budapešti
1143 Budapest, Stefánia út 22-24.
+36 1 460 90 10  
emb.budapest@mzv.sk
www.mzv.sk/web/budapest

Slovenia
Veleposlaništvo RS v Budimpešti
1025 Budapest, Cseppkő u. 68. 
+36 1 438 56 00 
sloembassy.budapest@gov.si
www.budimpesta.veleposlanistvo.si

Austria
Österreichische Botschaft Budapest
1068 Budapest, Benczúr utca 16.
+36 1 479 70 10
budapest-ob@bmeia.gv.at
www.bmeia.gv.at/botschaft/budapest.html

Ukraine
Посольство України в Угорщині
1125 Budapest, Istenhegyi út 84/B.
+36 1 422 41 20
emb_hu@mfa.gov.ua
www.mfa.gov.ua/hungary

Romania
Ambasada României în Ungaria
1146 Budapest, Thököly út 72.
+36 1 384 76 89, + 36 1 220 16 66
budapesta@mae.ro
contact@informatiiconsulare.ro
www.budapesta.mae.ro

Croatia
Hrvatsko veleposlanstvo Budapest
1063 Budapest, Munkácsy Mihály u. 15. 
+36 1 354 13 15, +36 1 269 56 57
vrhbp@mvep.hr
www.hu.mvep.hr/hu
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Serbia
Ambasada Republike Srbije
Budimpešta – Mađarska
1068 Budapest, Dózsa György út 92/B.
+ 36 1 322 14 39
budapest-consulat@serbiaemb.t-online.hu
www.budapest.mfa.gov.rs

Czech Republic
Velvyslanectví České republiky
v Budapešti
Konzulární oddělení 
1063 Budapest, Szegfű utca 4.
+36 1 462 50 14
consulate_budapest@mzv.cz 
www.mzv.cz/budapest/cz

Poland
Ambasada RP w Budapeszcie
1068 Budapest, Városligeti fasor 16.
+36 1 413 82 00
budapeszt.amb.sekretariat@msz.gov.pl
www.budapeszt.msz.gov.pl

United States of America
U. S. Embassy in Hungary
1054 Budapest, Szabadság tér 12.
+ 36 1 475 44 00
www.hu.usembassy.gov

Philippines
Embassy of the Republic
of the Philippines
1026 Budapest, Gábor Áron u. 58.
+36 1 391 43 00
cultural@philembassy.hu
www.budapestpe.dfa.gov.ph

Russian Federation
Посольство Российской Федерации 
в Венгрии
1062 Budapest, Bajza u. 35.
+36 1 302 52 30
hungary@mid.ru
www.hungary.mid.ru

India
Embassy of India
1025 Budapest, Búzavirág u. 14.
+36 30 851 73 73
www.eoibudapest.gov.in/page/consular/

Canada
Embassy of Canada, Budapest
Ambassade du Canada á Budapest
1027 Budapest, Ganz u. 16.
+36 1 392 33 60
bpest@international.gc.ca
www.canadainternational.gc.ca/ 
hungary-hongrie/offices-bureaux

Mexico
Embajada de México en Hugría
1024 Budapest, Rómer Flóris u. 58.
+36 1 326 04 47
emergency: +36 30 237 05 55
consulmex@t-online.hu
www.embamex.sre.gob.mx/hungria

Portugal
Embaixada de Portugal na Hungria
1068 Budapest, Városligeti fasor 16.
Serviços consulares:  
+361 201 76 16/17/18
sconsular.budapeste@mne.pt,  
budapeste@mne.pt
www.budapeste.embaixadaportugal. 
mne.gov.pt
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General safety instructions

For the safety of each other and to ensure that we can participate in the Masses and 
other events in a dignified manner, please adhere to the safety regulations. Let’s look 
out for each other so that everyone has a good time together! 

In addition to the general safety rules, check the description of each event for the 
applicable rules.

The following items may not be brought into the event area:
• alcohol, drugs
• pyrotechnics
• glassware, glass bottles, metal bottles
• objects or devices containing explosive, toxic or flammable substances
• firearms, piercing, striking and cutting implements (blades, knives, butterfly 

knives, switchblades, gas sprays, lead batons, baton, metal chains longer than 
50 cm, throwing stars, slingshots)

• other objects particularly dangerous to public safety 
• drones or any remote-controlled devices or toys
• bicycles, scooters
• any advertising material, symbols, placards, boards, signs incompatible with 

the purpose and spirit of the event
• live animals (except assistance and guide dogs as defined by law)

The length of flag poles and the poles of signs or placards shall not exceed 1.5 metres.

Only small folding pilgrim chairs may be brought into the event area.

Please do not bring any luggage, suitcases or rucksacks larger than hand luggage.  
Please make sure that your luggage does not contain any prohibited items! The 
contents of your luggage will be checked on entry. Do not leave your own luggage 
unattended, or if you notice any such items, report them to the local organisers!

Keep the following items with you at all times: 
• tickets/wristbands
• ID card or passport
• vaccination certificate (if you have one) 
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It is recommended to have the following items with you:
• programme booklet/mobile application
•  hand sanitiser
• drinking water (only in a plastic bottle)
• food
•  your own medication if you have any
• in case of outdoor liturgies:

 » hat, sunscreen
 » raincoat, poncho 

In case of emergency please contact the on-site staff first (present organisers,  
volunteers, authorities). Medical and ambulance services will be on duty at all times.

We recommend that you arrive with a charged mobile phone and switch it to silent 
mode during the events.

Pay special attention to minors and under-age children accompanying you.
Smoking is only allowed in designated areas. 

Events will be held regardless of weather conditions, unless we are required by the 
authorities to suspend them due to a force majeure.

For the latest relevant epidemiological measures, please visit our website  
(www.iec2020.hu), our social media platforms and the IEC2020 application. 

Please note that airspace restrictions have been imposed throughout the duration 
of the event and across all event venues. Therefore, the flying of drones is strictly 
prohibited!

Please keep a close eye on your valuables, as we cannot be held responsible for any 
lost or stolen items. Items confiscated during security screenings will be handled 
differently from event to event. Lost and found items can be handed in at the entry 
point, lost items can be claimed there or after the event at info@iec2020.hu.

We reserve the right to change the programme and location.

In addition to the general safety rules, check the description of each event for the 
applicable rules.
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Organiser contact details

Secretariat of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress
Phone: +36 1 955 5823
E-mail: info@iec2020.hu
Website: www.iec2020.hu
Facebook: facebook.com/nek2021
Instagram: NEK2021Budapest
Twitter: @iec2021Budapest

Emergency number in Hungary: 112.
In case of problems, please contact the on-site staff first (present organisers,  
volunteers, authorities). Medical and ambulance services will be on duty at all times.

We reserve the right to change the venue and programme.

Issued by the Secretariat of the International Eucharistic Congress.
1071 Budapest, Damjanich utca 48., Phone: +36 1 955 5823, E-mail: titkarsag@iec2020.hu, Website: www.iec2020.hu.

Editors: IEC Event Office, IEC Press and Communication Department.
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Prayer of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress 
of Budapest

We give you thanks 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

because, in the Eucharist, source of love, 

you gather your people and nourish them 

with the Bread of Life and the Chalice of Salvation; 

the memorial of your passion, death and resurrection. 

The strength that you give us 

through your sacrifice and your presence 

enables us to be for others 

bread which nourishes and wine which gives joy, 

and humble servants of reconciliation

between churches and nations, 

proclaiming in action and in word 

that you alone are the Lord, 

the source of every life. 

Amen.
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tRadio frequencies for interpretation:
Hungarian: 96.4 Mhz 
English: 93.6 Mhz 
Italian: 98.0 Mhz 
French: 100.3 Mhz 
German: 104.4 Mhz 
Spanish: 103.9 Mhz 

Without interpretation: 106.7 Mhz 

PROGRAMME

iec2020.hu 




